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PREFACE

As the world grows older and its composition both
physical and human becomes subject to ever-increas-
ing scientific investigation, the close interdependence
of its history and its geography becomes more and
more definite. It is hardly too much to say that
geography has so far shaped history that in un-
ravelling some of the more obscure entanglements
of historical record, we may safely appeal to our
modern knowledge of the physical environment of
the scene of action to decide on the actual course
of events. Oriental scholars for many years past
have been deeply interested in reshaping the map
of Asia to suit their theories of the sequence of
historical action in India and on its frontiers. They
have identified the position of ancient cities in
India, sometimes with marvellous precision, and
have been able to assign definite niches in history
to historical personages with whose story it would
have been most difficult to deal were it not inter-
twined with marked features of geographical environ-
ment. But on the far frontiers of India, beyond
the Indus, these geographical conditions have only
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vi THE GATES OF INDIA

been imperfectly known until recently. It is only
within the last thirty years that the geography of
the hinterland of India—Tibet, Afghanistan, and
Baluchistan—have been in any sense brought under
scientific examination, and at the best such exam-
ination has been partial and incomplete. It is
unfortunate that recent years have added nothing
to our knowledge of Afghanistan, and it seems
hopeless to wait for detailed information as to some
of the more remote (and most interesting) districts
of that historic country. As, therefore, in the course
of twenty years of official wanderings I have amassed
certain notes which may help to throw some light
on the ancient highways and cities of those trans-
frontier regions which contain the landward gates
of India, I have thought it better to make some
use of these notes now, and to put together the
various theories that I may have formed from time
to time bearing on the past history of that country,
whilst the opportunity lasts. [ have endeavoured to
present my own impressions at first hand as far as
possible, unbiased by the views already expressed
by far more eminent writers than myself, believing
that there is a certain value in originality. I have
also endeavoured to keep the descriptive geography
of such districts as form the theatre of historical
incidents on a level with the story itself, so that
the one may illustrate the other.

Whilst investigating the methods of early ex-
plorers into the hinterland of India it has, of course,



PREFACE vii

been necessary to appeal to the original narratives
of the explorers themselves so far as possible.
Consequently I am indebted to the assistance afforded
by quite a host of authors for the basis of this
compilation. And I may briefly recount the names
of those to whom I am under special obligation.
First and foremost are Mr. M‘Crindle’s admirable
series of handy little volumes dealing with the Greek
period of Indian history, the perusal of which first
prompted an attempt to reconcile some of the
apparent discrepancies between classical story and
practical geography, with which may be included
Sir A. Cunningham’s Coins of Alexander's Successors
tn Kabul. For the Arab phase of commercial
exploration I am indebted to Sir William Ouseley’s
translation, Oriental Geography of [6m Haukel, and
the Geographie d’Edrisi; traduite par P. Aimedée
Joubert. For more modern records the official re-
ports of Burnes, Lord, and Leech on Afghanistan ;
Burnes' 7vavels into Bokhara, etc.; Cabul, by the
same author ; Ferrier's Caravan Journeys; Wood’s
Journey to the Sources of the Oxus; Moorcroft’s
Travels in the Himalayan Provinces ; Vigne's
Ghazni, Kabul, and Afghanistan; Henry Pottin-
ger's Travels in Baloochistan and Sinde; and last,
but by no means least, Masson's Zyavels in
Afghanistan, Beluchistan, the Panjab, and Kalat,
all of which have been largely indented on. To
this must be added Mr. Forrest's valuable compila-
tion of Bombay records. It has been indeed one
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of the objects of this book to revive the records
of past generations of explorers whose stories have
a deep significance even in this day, but which are
apt to be overlooked and forgotten as belonging to
an ancient and superseded era of research. Because
these investigators belong to a past generation it by
no means follows that their work, their opinions, or
their deductions from original observations are as
dead as they are themselves. It is far too readily
assumed that the work of the latest explorer must
necessarily supersede that of his predecessors. In
the difficult art of map compilation perhaps the
most difficult problem with which the compiler has
to deal is the relative value of evidence dating from
different periods. Here, then, we have introduced
a variety of opinions and views expressed by men
of many minds (but all of one type as explorer),
which may be balanced one against another with a
fair prospect of eliminating what mathematicians call
the “personal equation” and arriving at a sound
“mean” value from combined evidence. 1 have
said they are all of one type, regarded as explorers.
There is only one word which fitly describes that
type—magnificent. We may well ask have we any
explorers like them in these days? We know well
enough that we have the raw material in plenty for
fashioning them, but alas! opportunity is wanting.
Exploration in these days is becoming so professional
and so scientific that modern methods hardly admit
of the dare-devil, face-to-face intermixing with
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savage breeds and races that was such a distinctive
feature in the work of these heroes of an older
age. We get geographical results with a rapidity
and a precision that were undreamt of in the early
years (or even in the middle) of the last century.
Our instruments are incomparably better, and our
equipment is such that we can deal with the hostility
of nature in her more savage moods with com-
parative facility. But we no longer live with the
people about whom we set out to write books—we
don’t wear their clothes, eat their food, fraternize
with them in their homes and in the field, learn
their language and discuss with them their religion
and politics. And the result is that we don’t £zow
them half as well, and the ratio of our knowledge
(in India at least) is inverse to the official position
towards them that we may happen to occupy. The
missionary and the police officer may know some-
thing of the people; the high-placed political ad-
ministrator knows less (he cannot help himself),
and the parliamentary demagogue knows nothing at
all. My excuse for giving so large a place to the
American explorer Masson, for instance, is that he
was first in the field at a critical period of Indian
history. ~ Apart from his extraordinary gifts and
power of absorbing and collating information, history
has proved that on the whole his judgment both
as regards Afghan character and Indian political
ineptitude was essentially sound. Of course he was
not popular. He is as bitter and sarcastic in his
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unsparing criticisms of local political methods in
Afghanistan as he is of the methods of the Indian
Government behind them ; and doubtless his bitter-
ness and undisguised hostility to some extent dis-
counts the value of his opinion. But he knew the
Afghan, which we did not : and it is most instructive
to note the extraordinary divergence of opinion that
existed between him and Sir Alexander Burnes as
regards some of the most marked idiosyncrasies of
Afghan character. Burnes was as great an explorer
as Masson, but whilst in Afghanistan he was the
emissary of the Indian Government, and thus it
immediately became worth while for the Afghan
Sirdar to study his temper and his weaknesses and
to make the best use of both. Thus arose Burnes’
whole-hearted belief in the simplicity of Afghan
methods, whilst Masson, who was more or less
behind the scenes, was in no position to act as
prompter to him. It was just preceding and during
the momentous period of the first Afghan war
(1839-41) that European explorers in Afghanistan
and Baluchistan were most active. Long before
then both countries had been an open book to the
Ancients, and both may be said geographically to
be an open book to us now. There are, however,
certain pages which have not yet been properly
read, and something will be said later on as to
where these pages occur.
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INTRODUCTION

Since the gates of India have become water gates
and the way to India has been the way of the sea,
very little has been known of those other land-
ward gates which lie to the north and west of the
peninsula, through which have poured immigrants
from Asia and conquerors from the West from time
immemorial. It has taken England a long time to
rediscover them, and she is even now doubtful
about their strategic value and the possibility of
keeping them closed and barred. It is only by an
examination of the historical records which concern
them, and the geographical conditions which sur-
round them, that any clear appreciation of their
value can be attained; and it is only within the
last century that such examinations have been
rendered possible by the enterprise and activity of
a race of explorers (official and otherwise) who have
risked their lives in the dangerous field of the
Indian trans-frontier. In ancient days the very
first (and sometimes the last) thing that was learned
about India was the way thither from the North.

In our times the process has been reversed, and we
B
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seek for information with our backs to the South.
We have worked our way northward, having
entered India by the southern water gates, and
as we have from time to time struggled rather
to remain content within narrow borders than to
push outward and forward, the drift to the north
has been very slow, and there has never been,
right from the very beginning, any strenuous haste
in the expansion of commercial interests, or any
spirit of crusade in the advance of Conquest.

So late as the early years of the sixteenth
century England was but a poor country, with less
inhabitants than are now crowded within the
London area. There was not much to spare, either
of money or men, for ventures which could only be
regarded in those days as sheer gambling specula-
tions. The splendid records of a successful voyage
must have been greatly discounted by the many
dismal tales of failure, and nothing but an indomit-
able impulse, bred of international rivalry, could
have led the royal personages and the few wealthy
citizens who backed our earliest enterprises to open
their purse-strings sufficiently wide to find the
necessary means for the equipment of a modest
little fleet of square-sailed merchant ships.
National tenacity prevailed, however, in the end.
The hard-headed Islander finally succeeded where
the more impetuous Southerner failed, and England
came out finally with most of the honours of a long
commercial contest. It was in this way that we
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reached India, and by degrees we painted India our
own conventional colour in patches large enough
to give us the preponderating voice in her general
administration. But as we progressed northward
and north-westward we realized the important fact
that India—the peninsula India—was insulated and
protected by geographical conformations which
formed a natural barrier against outside influences,
almost as impassable as the sea barriers of England.
On the north-east a vast wilderness of forest-
covered mountain ranges and deep lateral valleys
barred the way most effectually against irruption
from the yellow races of Asia. On the north where
the curving serrated ramparts of the north-east
gave place to the Himalayan barrier, the huge
uplifted highlands of Tibet were equally impassable
to the busy pushing hordes of the Mongol ; and it
was only on the extreme north-west about the
hinterland of Kashmir, and beyond the Himalayan
system, that any weakness could be found in the
chain of defensive works which Nature had sent to
the north of India. Here, indeed, in the trans-
Indus regions of Kashmir, sterile, rugged, cold, and
crowned with gigantic ice-clad peaks, there is a
slippery track reaching northward into the depres-
sion of Chinese Turkestan, which for all time has
been a recognised route connecting India with
High Asia. It is called the Karakoram route.
Mile upon mile a white thread of a road stretches
across the stone-strewn plains, bordered by the bones



4 THE GATES OF INDIA

of the innumerable victims to the long fatigue of
a burdensome and ill-fed existence—the ghastly
debris of former caravans. It is perhaps the
ugliest track to call a trade route in the whole
wide world. Not a tree, not a shrub, exists, not
even the cold dead beauty which a snow - sheet
imparts to highland scenery, for there is no great
snowfall in the elevated spaces which back the
Himalayas and their offshoots. It is marked, too,
by many a sordid tragedy of murder and robbery,
but it is nevertheless one of the northern gates of
India which we have spent much to preserve, and
it does actually serve a very important purpose in
the commercial economy of India. At least one
army has traversed this route from the north with
the prospect before it of conquering Tibet; but
it was a Mongol army, and it was worsted in a
most unequal contest with Nature.

India (if we include Kashmir) runs to a northern
apex about the point where, from the western ex-
tension of the giant Muztagh, the Hindu Kush
system takes off in continuation of the great Asiatic
divide. Here the Pamirs border Kashmir, and
here there are also mountain ways which have
aforetime let in the irrepressible Chinaman, prob-
ably as far as Hunza, but still a very long way
from the Indian peninsula. Then the Hindu Kush
slopes off to the south-westward and becomes the
divide between Afghanistan and Kashmir for a
space, till, from north of Chitral, it continues with
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a sweep right into Central Afghanistan and merges
into the mountain chain which reaches to Herat.
From this point, north of Chitral, commences the
true north-west barrier of India, a barrier which
includes nearly the whole width of Afghanistan
beyond the formidable wall of the trans-Indus
mountains. It is here that the gates of India are
to be found, and it is with this outermost region of
India, and what lies beyond it, that this book is
chiefly concerned.

As the history of India under British occupation
grew and expanded and the painting red process
gradually developed, whilst men were ever reach-
ing north-westward with their eyes set on these
frontier hills, the countries which lay beyond came
to be regarded as the ‘ultima thule” of Indian
exploration, and Afghanistan and Baluchistan were
reckoned in English as the hinterland of India,
only to be reached by the efforts of English adven-
turers from the plains of the peninsula. And that
is the way in which those countries are still
regarded. It is Afghanistan in its relations to
India, political, commercial, or strategic, as the case
may be, that fills the minds of our soldiers and
statesmen of to-day; and the way to Afghanistan is
still by the way of ships—across the ocean first, and
then by climbing upward from the plains of India
to the continental plateau land of Asia. It was not
so twenty-five centuries ago. One can imagine the
laughter that would echo through the courts and
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palaces of Nineveh at the idea of reaching Afghan-
istan by a sea route! Think of Tiglath Pilesur,
the founder of the Second Assyrian Empire,
seated, curled, and anointed, surrounded by his
Court and flanked by the sculptured art of his
period (already losing some of the freshness
and vigour of First Empire design) in the
pillared halls of Nineveh, and counting the value
of his Eastern satrapies in Sagartia, Ariana, and
Arachosia, with outlying provinces in Northern
India, whilst meditating yet further conquests to
add to his almost illimitable Empire! No shadow
of Babylon had stretched northward then. No
premonition of a yet larger and later Empire over-
shadowed him or his successors, Shalmaneser and
Sargon.  Northern Afghanistan was to these
Assyrian kings the dumping ground of uncon-
sidered companies of conquered slaves, a bourne
from whence no captive was ever likely to return.
No record is left of the passing of those bands of
colonists from West to East. We can only gather
from the writings of subsequent historians in
classical times that for centuries they must have
drifted eastward from Syria, Armenia, and Greece,
carrying with them the rudiments of the arts and
industries of the land they had left for ever, and
providing India with the germs of an art system
entirely imitative in design, colour, and relief.
The Aryan was before them in India. Already the
foundations were laid for historic dynasties, and
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Rajput families were dating their origin from the
sun and moon, whilst somewhere from beneath the
shadow of the Himalayas in the foothills of Nipal
was soon to arise the daystar of a new faith, a
“light of Asia” for all centuries to come.

It is impossible to set a limit to the number and
variety of the people who, in these early centuries,
either migrated, or were deported, from West to
East through Persia to Northern Afghanistan, or
who drifted southwards into Baluchistan. Not until
the ethnography of these frontier lands of India is
exhaustively studied shall we be able to unravel
the influence of Assyrian, Median, Persian, Arab,
or Greek migrations in the strange conglomeration
of humanity which peoples those countries. Baktra
(Balkh), in Northern Afghanistan, must have been
a city of consequence in days when Nineveh was
young. Farah, a city of Arachosia in Western
Afghanistan on the borders of Seistan, must have
been a centre from whence Assyrian arts and
industries were passed on to India for ages; for
Farah lies directly on the route which connects
Seistan with the southern passes into the Indus
valley. The Indus itself seems to have been the
boundary which limited the efforts of migration
and exploration. Beyond the Indus were deserts
in the south and wide unproductive plains of the
Punjab in the north, and it is the deserts of the
world’s geography which, far more than any other
feature, have always determined the extent of the
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human tidal waves and influenced their direction.
They are as the promontories and capes of the
world’s land perimeter to the tides of the ocean.
Beyond these parched and waterless tracts, where
now the maximum temperatures of sun-heat in
India are registered, were vague uncertainties and
mythical wonders, the tales of which in ancient
literature are in strange contrast to the exact in-
formation which was obtained of geographical con-
ditions and tribal distributions in the basins of the
Kabul or Swat rivers, or within the narrow valleys
of Makran.

A recent writer (Mr. Ellsworth Huntington) has
expressed in picturesque and convincing language
the nature of the relationship which has ever ex-
isted between man and his physical environments
in Asia, and has illustrated the effect of certain
pulsations of climate in the movement of Asiatic
history. The changing conditions of the climate of
High Asia, periods of desiccation and deprivation
of natural water-supply alternating with periods of
cold and rainfall, acting in slow progression through
centuries and never ceasing in their operation, have
set ““men in nations” moving over the face of that
continent since the beginning of time, and left a
legacy of buried history, to be unearthed by ex-
plorers of the type of Stein, such as will eventually
give us the key to many important problems in
race distribution. But more important even than
climatic influence is the direct influence of physical
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geography, the actual shaping of mountain and
valley, as a factor in directing the footsteps of early
migration. Nowadays men cross the seas in thou-
sands from continent to continent, but in the days
of Egyptian and Assyrian empire it was that straight
high-road which crossed the fewest passes and tapped
the best natural resources of wood and water which
was absolutely the determining factor in the direc-
tion of the great human processions; and although
change of climate may have set the nomadic
peoples of High Asia moving with a purpose more
extensive than an annual search for pasturage, and
have led to the peopling of India with successive
nations of Central Asiatic origin, it was the know-
ledge that by certain routes between Mesopotamia
and Northern Afghanistan lay no inhospitable
desert, and no impassable mountain barrier, that
determined the intermittent flow from the west,
which received fresh impulse with every conquest
achieved, with every band of captives available for
colonizing distant satrapies. To put it shortly,
there was an easy high-road from Mesopotamia
through Persia to Northern Afghanistan, or even
to Seistan, and not a very difficult one to Makran ;
and so it came about that migratory movements,
either compulsory or voluntary, continued through
centuries, ever extending their scope till checked
by the deserts of the Indian frontier or the high-
lands of the Pamirs and Tibet, or the cold wild
wastes of Siberia.
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Thus Afghanistan and Baluchistan, the countries
with which we are more immediately concerned, were
probably far better known to Assyrian and Persian
kings than they were to the British Intelligence
Office (or its equivalent) of a century ago. The
first landward explorations of these countries are
lost in pre-historic mists, but we find that the first
scientific mission of which we have any record
(that which was led by Alexander the Great) was
well supplied with fairly accurate geographical in-
formation regarding the main route to be followed
and the main objectives to be gained.

In tracing out, therefore, or rather in sketching,
the gradual progress of exploration in Afghanistan
and Baluchistan, and the gradual evolution of those
countries into a proper appanage of British India,
we will begin (as history began) from the north and
west rather than from the south and the plains of
Hindustan.



CHAPTER I

EARLY RELATIONS BETWEEN EAST AND WEST. GREECE
AND PERSIA AND EARLY TRIBAL DISTRIBUTIONS
ON THE INDIAN FRONTIER.

IT is unfortunately most difficult to trace the con-
ditions under which Europe was first introduced
to Asia, or the gradual ripening of early acquaint-
ance into inter-commercial relationship. Although
the eastern world was possessed of a sound litera-
ture in the time of Moses, and although long before
the days of Solomon there was ‘“no end” to the
‘“ making of books,” it is remarkable how little has
been left of these archaic records, and it is only by
inference gathered from tags and ends of oriental
script that we gradually realize how unimportant to
old-world thinkers was the daily course of their
own national history. India is full of ancient
literature, but there is no ancient history. To the
Brahmans there was no need for it. To them the
world and all that it contains was *“illusion,” and it
was worse than idle—it was impious—to perpetuate

the record of its varied phases as they appeared to
II
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pass in unreal pageantry before their eyes. We
know that from under the veil of extravagant epic
a certain amount of historical truth has been
dragged into daylight. The ‘“ Mahabharata” and
the “ Ramayana” contain in allegorical outline the
story of early conflicts which ended in the founda-
tion of mighty Rajput houses, or which established
the distribution of various races of the Indian
peninsula. Without an intimate knowledge of the
language in which these great epics are written it
is impossible to estimate fully the nature of the
allegory which overlies an interesting historical
record, but it has always appeared to be sufficiently
vague to warrant some uncertainty as to the
accuracy of the deductions which have hitherto
been evolved therefrom. Nevertheless it is from
these early poems of the East that we derive all
that there is to be known about ancient India, and
when we turn from the East to the West strangely
enough we find much the same early literary con-
ditions confronting us.

About g50 years before Christ, two of the most
perfect epic poems were written that ever delighted
the world, the //zad and Odyssey of Homer. The
first begins with Achilles and ends with the funeral
of Hector. The second recounts the voyages and
adventures of Ulysses after the destruction of Troy.
With our modern intimate knowledge of the coasts
of the Mediterranean it is not difficult to detect,
amidst the fabulous accounts of heroic adventures,
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many references to geographical facts which must
have been known generally to the Greeks of the
Homeric period, dealing chiefly with the coasts and
islands of the Western sea. There is but little refer-
ence to the East, although many centuries before
Homer’s day there was a sea-going trade between
India and the West which brought ivory, apes, and
peacocks to the ports of Syria. The obvious in-
ference to be derived from the general absence of
reference to the mysteries of Eastern geography is
that there was no through traffic. Ships from the
East traded onlyalong the coast-lines that they knew,
and ventured no farther than the point where an in-
terchange of commodities could be established with
the slow crawling craft of the West, the navigation
of the period being confined to the hugging the
coast-line and making for the nearest shelter when
times were bad. The interchange of commodities
between the rough sailor people of those days did
not tend to an interchange of geographical informa-
tion. Probably the language difficulty stood in the
way. If there was no end to the making of books
it was not the illiterate and rough sailor men who
made them. Nor do sailors, as a rule, make them
now. It is left to the intelligent traveller unin-
terested in trade, and the journalistic seeker after
sensation, to make modern geographical records ;
and there were no such travellers in the days of
Homer, even if the art of writing had been a
general accomplishment. In days much later than
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Homer we can detect sailors’ yarns embodied in
what purport to be authentic geographical records,
but none so early. We have a reference to certain
Skythic nomads who lived on mare’s milk, and who
had wandered from the Asiatic highlands into the
regions north of the Euxine, which is in itself deeply
interesting as it indicates that as early as the ninth
century B.C. Milesian Greek colonies had started
settlements on the shores of the Black Sea. As
the centuries rolled on these settlements expanded
into powerful colonies, and with enterprising people
such as the early Greeks there can be little doubt
that there was an intermittent interchange of com-
merce with the tribes beyond the Euxine, and that
gradually a considerable, if inaccurate, knowledge
of Asia, even beyond the Taurus, was acquired.
The world, for them, was still a flat circular disc
with a broad tidal ocean flowing around its edge,
encompassing the habitable portions about the
centre.

Africa extended southward to the land of Ethiop
and no farther, but Asia was a recognised geo-
graphical entity, less vague and nebulous even than
the western isles from whence the Phcenicians
brought their tin. There were certain fables
current among the Greeks touching the one-eyed
Arimaspians, the gold-guarding griffins, and the
Hyperboreans, which in the middle of the sixth
century were still credited, and almost indicate
an indefinite geographical conception of northern
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Asiatic regions. But it is probable that much more
was known of Asiatic geography in these early
years than can be gathered from the poems and
fables of Greek writers before the days of Herodotus
and of professional geography. There were no
means of recording knowledge ready to the hand
of the colonist and commercial traveller then ; even
the few literary men who later travelled for the
sake of gaining knowledge were dependent largely
on information obtained scantily and with difficulty
from others, and the expression of their knowledge
is crude and imperfect. But what should we
expect even in present times if we proceeded to
compile a geographical treatise from the works of
Milton and Shakespere? What indeed would be
the result of a careful analysis of parliamentary
utterances on geographical subjects within, say, the
last half century? Would they present to future
generations anything approaching to an accurate
epitome of the knowledge really possessed (though
possibly not expressed) by those who have within
that period almost exhausted the world's store of
geographical record? The analogy is a perfectly
fair one. Geographers and explorers are not
always writers even in these days, and as we work
backwards into the archives of history nothing is
more astonishing than the indications which may
be found of vast stores of accurate information of

the earth’s physiography lost to the world for want
of expression.
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It was between the sixth century B.c. and the
days of Herodotus that Miletus was destroyed,
and captive Greeks were transported by Darius
Hystaspes from the Lybian Barké to Baktria,
where we find traces of them again under their
original Greek name in the northern regions of
Afghanistan. It was long ere the days of Darius
that the hosts of Assyria beat down the walls of
Samaria and scattered the remnants of Israel
through the highlands of Western Asia. Where
did they drift to, these ten despairing tribes?
Possibly we may find something to remind us of
them also in the northern Afghan hills.

It was probably about the same era that some
pre-Hellenic race, led (so it is written) by the
mythical hero Dionysos, trod the weary route from
the Euxine to the Caspian, and from the southern
shores of the Caspian to the borderland of modern
Indian frontier, where their descendants welcomed
Alexander on his arrival as men of his own faith
and kin, and were recognised as such by the great
conqueror. Now all this points to an acquaintance
with the geographical links between East and West
which appears nowhere in any written record. No-
where can we find any clear statement of the actual
routes by which these pilgrims were supposed to
have made their long and toilsome journeys. Just
the bare facts are recorded, and we are left to guess
the means by which they were accomplished. But
it is clear that the old-world overland connection
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between India and the Black Sea is a very old
connection indeed, and further, it is clear that what
the Greeks may not have known the Persians
certainly did know. When Herodotus first set
solidly to work on a geographical treatise which
was to embrace the existing knowledge of the
whole world, he undoubtedly derived a great deal
of that knowledge from official Persian sources;
and it may be added that the early Persian depart-
ment for geographical intelligence has been proved
by this last century’s scientific investigations to
have collected information of which the accuracy is
certainly astonishing. It is only quite recently,
during the process of surveys carried on by the
Government of India through the highlands and
coast regions of Baluchistan and Eastern Persia,
that anything like a modern gazetteer of the tribes
occupying those districts has been rendered possible.
Twenty-five years ago our military information con-
cerning ethnographic distributions in districts lying
immediately beyond the north-western frontier was
no better than that which is contained in the lists
of the Persian satrapies, given to the world by
Herodotus nearly 500 years before the Christian
era. Twenty-five years ago we did not know of
the existence of some of the tribes and peoples
mentioned by him, and we were unable to identify
others. Now, however, we are at last aware that
through twenty-four centuries most of them have
clung to their old habitat in a part of the Eastern
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world where material wealth and climatic attractions
have never been sufficient to lead to annihilation by
conquest. Oppressed and harried by successive
Persian dynasties, overrun by the floatsam and
jetsam of hosts of migratory Asiatic peoples from
the North, those tribes have mostly survived to
bear a much more valuable testimony to the know-
ledge of the East entertained by the West in the
days of Herodotus than any which can be gathered
from written documents.

The Milesian colonies founded on the southern
and western shores of the Euxine in the sixth
and seventh centuries B.c., whilst retaining their
trade connection with the parent city of Miletus
(where sprang that carpet-making industry for
which this corner of Asia has been famous ever
since), found no open road to the further eastern
trade through the mountain regions that lie south
of the Black Sea. Half a century after Herodotus
we find Xenophon struggling in almost helpless
entanglement amongst these wild mountains com-
paratively close to the Greek colonies; and it
was there that he encountered the fiercest oppo-
sition from the native tribes-people that he met
with during his famous retreat from Persia. It
is always so. Our most active opponents on the
Indian frontier are the mountaineers of the im-
mediate borderland—the people who £#ow us best,
and therefore fear us most. It was chiefly through
Miletus and the Cilictan gates that Greek trade
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with Persia and Babylon was maintained. There
were no Greek colonies on the rugged eastern
coasts of the Black Sea—sufficient indication that
no open trade route existed direct to the Caspian
by any line analogous to that of the modern railway
that connects Batum with Baku. On the north of
the Euxine, however, there were great and flourish-
ing colonies (of which Olbia at the mouth of the
Borysthenes, or Dneiper, was the most famous)
which undoubtedly traded with the Skythic peoples
north and west of the Caspian. From these sources
came the legends of Hyperobeans and Griffins and
other similar tales, all flavoured with the glamour
of northern mystery, but none of them pointing to
an eastern origin. Recent investigations into the
ethnography of certain tribes in Afghanistan, how-
ever, seem to prove conclusively that even if there
was no recognised trade between Greece and India
before Miletus was destroyed by Darius Hystaspes,
and Greek settlers were transported by the Persian
conqueror to the borders of the modern Badakshan,
yet there must have been Greek pioneers in colonial
enterprise who had made their way to the Far East
and stayed there. For instance, we have that
strange record of settlements under Dionysos
amongst the spurs and foothills of the Hindu Kush,
which were clearly of Greek origin, although Arrian
in his history of Alexander’s progress through Asia
is unable to explain the meaning of them.,

There is more to be said about these settlements
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later. The first actual record of settlement of Greeks
in Baktria is that of Herodotus, to which we have
referred as being affected by Darius Hystaspes in
the sixth century before Christ, and the descendants
of these settlers are undoubtedly the people referred
to by Arrian as “ Kyreneans,” who could be no other
than the Greek captives from the Lybian Barke.
Their existence two centuries later than Herodotus
is attested by Arrian, and they were apparently in
possession of the Kaoshan pass over the Hindu
Kush at the time of Alexander’s expedition.
Another body of Greeks is recorded by Arrian to
have been settled in the Baktrian country by
Xerxes after his flight from Greece. These were
the Brankhidai of Milesia, whose posterity are said
to have been exterminated by Alexander in punish-
ment for the crimes of their grandfather Didymus.
The name Barang, or Farang, is frequently repeated
in the mountain districts of Northern Afghanistan
and Badakshan, and careful inquiry would no doubt
reveal the fact that surviving Greek affinities are
still far more widely spread through that part of
Asia than is generally known. All these settle-
ments were antecedent to Alexander, but beyond
these recorded instances of Greek occupation there
can be little doubt that (as pointed out by Bellew
in his Ethnography of Ajfghanistan and supported
by later observations) the Greek element had been
diffused through the wide extent of the Persian
sovereignty for centuries before the birth of
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Alexander the Great. It is probable that each of
the four great divisions of the ancient Greeks had
contributed for a thousand years before to the
establishment of colonies in Asia Minor, and from
these colonies bands of emigrants had penetrated
to the far east of the Persian dominions, either as
free men or captives. Amongst the clans and tribal
sections of Afghans and Pathans are to be found to
this day names that are clearly indicative of this
pre-historic Greek connection.

Persia at her greatest maintained a considerable
overland trade with India, and Indian tribute formed
a large part of her revenues. All Afghanistan was
Persian ; all Baluchistan, and the Indian frontier to
the Indus. The underlying Persian element is
strong in all these regions still, the dominant lan-
guage of the country, the speech of the people,
whether Baluch or Pathan, is of Persian stock, whilst
the polite tongue of Court officials, if not the Persian
of Tehran or Shiraz, is at least an imitation of
it. It is hardly strange that the Greek language
should have absolutely disappeared. We have the
statement of Seneca (referred to by Bellew in his
Ingquiry) that the Greek language was spoken in the
Indus valley as late as the middle of the first century
after Christ; *“if indeed it did not continue to be
the colloquial in some parts of the valley to a
considerably later period.” As this is nearly two
centuries after the overthrow of Greek dominion in
Afghanistan, it at least indicates that the Greek
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settlements established four centuries earlier must
have continued to exist, and to be reinforced by
Greek women (for children speak their mother's
tongue) to a comparatively late period; and that
the triumph of the Jat over the Greek did not by
any means efface the influence of the Greek in
India for centuries after it occurred. It is probable
that when the importation of Greek women (who
were often employed in the households of Indian
chiefs and nobles at a time when Greek ladies
married Indian Princes) ceased, then the Greek
language ceased to exist also. The retinue and
followers of Alexander’s expedition took the women
of the country to wife, and it is not, as is so often
supposed, to the results of that expedition so much
as to the long existence of Greek colonies and
settlements that we must attribute the undoubted
influence of Greek art on the early art of India.
Thus we have a wide field before us for inquiry
into the early history of ethnographical movement
in Asia, as it affected the relation between Europe
and Afghanistan. Afghanistan (which is a modern
political development) has ever held the landward
gates of India. We cannot understand India with-
out a study of that wide hinterland (Afghan, Persian,
and Baluch) through which the great restless human
tide has ever been on the move: now a weeping
nation of captives led by tear-sodden routes to a
land of exile; now a band of merchants reaching
forward to the land of golden promise; or per-
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chance an army of pilgrims marching with their
feet treading deep into narrow footways to the
shrines of forgotten saints; or perchance an armed
host seeking an uncertain fate ; a ceaseless, waveless
tide, as persistent, as enterprising, and infinitely
more complicated in its developments than the
process of modern emigration, albeit modern emi-
gration may spread more widely.

Living as we do in fixed habitations and hedged
in not merely by narrow seas but by the conven-
tionalities of civilized existence, we fail to realize
the conditions of nomadic life which were so familiar
to our Asiatic ancestors. Something of its nature
may be gathered to-day from the Kalmuk and
Kirghiz nomads of Central Asia. A day’s march
is not a day’s march to them—it is a day’s normal
occupation. The yearly shift in search of fresh pas-
ture is not a flitting on a holiday tour; it is as much
a part of the year’s life as the change of raiment
between summer to winter. Everything moves;
the home is not left behind ; every man, woman, and
child of the family has a recognised share in the
general shift. Perhaps that of the Kirghiz man is
the easiest. He smokes a lazy pipe in the bright
sunshine and watches his boys strip off the felt
covering of his wicker-built ‘“kibitka,” whilst his
wife with floating bands of her white headdress
fluttering in the breeze, and her quilted coat turned
up to give more freedom to her booted legs, gets
together the household traps in compact bundles for



24 THE GATES OF INDIA CHAP.

the great hairy camel to carry. Her efforts are
not inartistic; long experience has taught her
exactly where every household god can be stowed
to the best advantage. Meanwhile the happy,
good - looking Kirghiz girls are racing over the
grass country after sheep, and ere long the little
party is making its slow but sure way over the
breezy steppes to the passes of the blue mountains,
which look down from afar on to the warmer plains.
And who has the best of it? The free-roving,
untrammelled child of the plain, quite godless, and
taking no thought for the morrow, or the carefully
cultured and tight-fitted product of civilization to
whom the motor and the railway represent the
only thinkable method of progression? That,
however, is not the point. What we wish to
emphasize is the apparent inability on the part
of many writers on the subject of ancient history
and geography to realize the essential difference
between then and now as regards human migratory
movement.

There is often an apparent misconception that
there is more movement in these days of railways
and steamers and motors than existed ten centuries
before Christ. The difference lies not in the com-
parative amount of movement but in the method of
it. In one sense only is there more movement—
there are more people to travel; but in a broader
sense there is much less movement. Whole nations
are no longer shifted at the will of the conqueror
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across a continent, trade seekers no longer devote
their lives to the personal conduct of caravans;
armies swelled to prodigious size by a tagrag follow-
ing no longer (except in China) move slowly over
the face of the land, devouring, like a swarm of
locusts, all that comes in their way. Colonial
emigration perhaps alone works on a larger scale
now than in those early times; but taking it ““bye
and large,” the circulation of the human race, un-
restricted by political boundaries, was certainly more
constant in the unsettled days of nomadic existence
than in these later days of overgrown cities and
electric traffic. If little or nothing is recorded of
many of the most important migrations which have
changed the ethnographic conditions of Asia, whilst
at the same time we have volumes of ancient philo-
sophy and mythology, it is because such changes
were regarded as normal, and the current of con-
temporary history as an ephemeral phenomenon
not worth the labour of close inquiry or a manu-
script record.

Such a gazetteer as that presented to us by
Herodotus would not have been possible had there
not been free and frequent access to the countries
and the people with whom it deals. It is impossible
to conceive that so much accuracy of detail could
have been acquired without the assistance of per-
sonal inquiry on the spot. If this is so, then the
Persians at any rate knew their way well about
Asia as far east as Tibet and India, and the Greeks
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undoubtedly derived their knowledge from Persia.
When Alexander of Macedon first planned his
expedition to Central Asia he had probably more
certain knowledge of the way thither than Lord
Napier of Magdala possessed when he set out
to find the capital of Theodore’s kingdom in
Abyssinia, and it is most interesting to note the
information which was possessed by the Greek
authorities a century and a half before Alexander’s
time.

One notable occurrence pointing to a fairly
comprehensive knowledge of geography of the
Indian border by the Persians, was the voyage of
the Greek Scylax of Caryanda down the Indus,
and from its mouth to the Arabian Gulf, which
was regarded by Herodotus as establishing the
fact of a continuous sea. This voyage, or mission,
which was undertaken by order of Darius who
wished to know where the Indus had its outlet and
‘“sent some ships” on a voyage of discovery, is
most instructive. It is true that the accounts of it
are most meagre, but such details as are given
establish beyond a doubt that the expedition was
practical and real. The Persian dominions then
extended to the Indus, but there is no evidence that
they ever extended beyond that river into the penin-
sula of India. The Indus of the Persian age was
not the Indus of to-day, and its outlet to the sea
presumably did not differ materially from that of
the subsequent days of Alexander and Nearkos.
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Thanks to the careful investigations of the Bombay
Survey Department, and the close attention which
has been given to ancient landmarks by General
Haig during the progress of his surveys, we know
pretty certainly where the course of the Lower
Indus must have been, and where both Scylax and
Nearkos emerged into the Arabian Sea. The
Indus delta of to-day covers an area of 10,000
square miles with 125 miles of coast-line, and it
presents to us a huge alluvial tract which is every-
where furrowed by ancient river channels. Some
of these are continuous through the delta, and
can be traced far above it; others are traceable for
only short distances. Without entering into details
of the rate of progression in the formation of Delta
(which can be gathered not only from the abandoned
sites of towns once known as coast ports, but from
actual observation from year to year), it may be
safely assumed that the Indus of Alexander and
Scylax emptied itself into the Ran of Kach, far to
the south of its present debouchment. The volume
of its waters was then augmented by at least one
important river (the Saraswati), which, flowing from
the Himalayas through what is now known as the
Rajputana desert, was the source of widespread
wealth and fertility to thousands of square miles
where now there is nothing to be met with but
sandy waste. As far as the Indus the Persian
Empire is known to have extended, but no farther ;
and it was important to the military advisers of
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Darius that something should be known of the
character of this boundary river.

Wherever the ships sent by Darius may have
gone it -is quite clear that they did not sail #p the
Indus, or there would have been no objective for
an expedition which was organised to determine
where the Indus met the sea by the process of sail-
ing down that river. Moreover, the voyage up the
Indus would have been tedious and slow, and could
only have been undertaken in the cold weather with
the assistance of native pilots acquainted with the
ever-shifting bed of the river, which, so far as its
liability to change of channel is concerned, must
have been much the same in the days of Darius as
it is at present. The possibility, therefore, is that
Scylax made his way to the Upper Indus overland,
for we are told that the expedition starZed from the
city of Carpatyra in the Pactyan country. This in
itself is exceedingly instructive, indicating that the
Pactyans, or Pathans, or Pukhtu speaking peoples
have occupied the districts of the Upper Indus for
four-and-twenty centuries at least; and coincident
with them we learn that the Apryte or Afridi
shared the honour of being resident landowners.
Nor need we suppose that the beginning of this
history was the beginning of their existence. The
Afridi may have rejoiced in his native hills ten or
twenty centuries before he was written about by
Herodotus. We need not stay to identify the site
of Carpatyra. The Upper Indus valley is full of
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ancient sites. A century and a half later Taxilla
was the recognized capital of the Upper Punjab,
and Carpatyra meanwhile may have disappeared.
Anyhow we hear of Carpatyra no more, nor has the
ingenuity of modern research thrown any certain
light on its position. It is, however, probably near
Attok that we must look for it. Scylax made his
way down the Indus in native craft that from long
before his day to the present have retained their
primitive form, a form which was not unlike that of
the coast crawling * ships” of Darius. He proved
the existence of an open water-way from the Upper
Punjab to the Persian Gulf, and incidentally his
expedition shows us that the chief lines of com-
munication through the width of the Persian Empire
were well known, and that the road from Susa to
the Upper Indus was open. The outlying sat-
rapies of the Persian Empire could never have been
added one by one to that mighty power without
definite knowledge of the way to reach them. It
was not merely a spasmodic expedition, such as
that of Scylax, which pointed the way to the con-
quests of the Far East; it was the gathered in-
formation of years of experience, and it was on
the basis of this experience (unwritten and un-
recorded so far as we know) that Alexander
founded his plans of campaign.

The detailed list of peoples included in the
satrapies of the Persian Empire, whilst it is more
ethnographical than geographical in its character,
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is sufficient proof in itself of the existence of con-
stant movement between Persia and the borderland
of Afghanistan, which assuredly included commercial
traffic. This enumeration has been compared with
a catalogue of tribal contingents which swelled the
great army of Xerxes, an independent statement,
and therefore a valuable test to the general accuracy
of Herodotus; and it is still further confirmed by
the list of nations subject to the Persian king
found in the inscriptions of Darius at Behistan
and Persepolis. We are not immediately concerned
with the satrapies included in Western Asia and
Egypt, but when Herodotus makes a sudden
departure from his rule of geographical sequence
and introduces a satrapy on the remotest east of
the Persian Empire, we immediately recognize that
he touches the Indian frontier.

The second satrapy most probably corresponds
with that part of Central Afghanistan south of the
Kabul River, which lies west of the Suliman Hills
and north of the Kwaja Amran or Khojak. Every
name mentioned by Herodotus certainly has its
counterpart in one or other of the tribes to be
found there to this day, excepting the Lydoi
(whose history as Ludi is fairly well known) and
the Lasonoi, who have emigrated, the former into
India and the latter to Baluchistan.

The seventh satrapy, again, comprised the
Sattagydai, the Gandarioi, the Dadikai, and the
Aparytai (‘‘joined together”), an association of



1 EARLY RELATIONS BETWEEN EAST AND WEST 31

names too remarkable to be mistaken. The Sattag
or Khattak, the Gandhari, the Dadi, and the Afridi
are all trans-Indus people, and without insisting
too strongly on the exact habitat of each, originally
there can be little doubt that the seventh satrapy
included a great part of the Indus valley.

The eleventh satrapy is also probably a district
of the Indian trans- frontier, although Bunbury
associates the name Kaspioi with the Caspian Sea.
It is far more likely that the Kaspioi of Herodotus
are to be recognized as the people of the ancient
Kaspira or Kasmira, and the Darite as the Darad-
desa (Dards) of the contiguous mountains. All
Kashmir, even to the borders of Tibet (whence
came the story of the gold-digging ants), was well
enough known to the Persians and through them
to Herodotus.

The twelfth satrapy comprised Balkh and Badak-
shan—what is now known as Afghan Turkistan.
It was here that, generations before Alexander’s
campaign, those Greek settlements were founded
by Darius and Xerxes which have left to this day
living traces of their existence in the places origin-
ally allotted to them. In Afghan Turkistan also
was founded the centre of Greek dominion in this
part of Asia after the conquest of Persia, and it is
impossible to avoid the conviction that there was a
connection between these two events. The Greeks
took the country from the Bakhi; but there are no
people of this name left in these provinces now.
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They may (as Bellew suggests) be recognized again
in the Bakhtyari of Southern Persia, but it seems
unlikely ; and it is far more probable that they
were obliterated by Alexander as his most active
opponents after he passed Aria (Herat) and Drangia
(Seistan).

The sixteenth satrapy was north of the Oxus,
and included Sogdia and Aria (Herat). South of
Aria was the fourteenth satrapy, represented by
Seistan and Western Makran, with ‘“the islands
of the sea in which the King settles transported
convicts’; and east of this again was the seven-
teenth satrapy covering Southern Baluchistan and
Eastern Makran. It is only during the last twenty-
five years that an accurate geographical knowledge
of these uninviting regions has been attained. The
gradual extension of the red line of the Indian
border, with the necessity for preserving peace
and security, has gradually enveloped Makran and
Persian Baluchistan, the Gadrosia and Karmania
of the Greeks, and has brought to light many
strange secrets which have been dormant (for they
were no secrets to the traveller of the Middle
Ages) for a few centuries prior to the arrival of the
British flag in Western India. It is an inhospitable
country which is thus included. ‘ Mostly desert,” as
one ancient writer says; marvellously furrowed and
partitioned by bands of sun-scorched rocky hills, all
narrow and sharp where they follow each other in
parallel waves facing the Arabian Sea, or massed
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into enormous square-faced blocks of impassable
mountain barrier whenever the uniform regularity
of structure is lost. And yet it is a country full
not only of interest historical and ethnographical,
such as might be expected of the environment of
a series of narrow passages leading to the western
gates of India, but of incident also. There are
amongst these strange knife-backed volcanic ridges
and scarped clay hills valleys of great beauty, where
the date-palms mass their feathery heads into a
forest of green, and below them the fertile soil is
moist and lush with cultured vegetation. But we
have described elsewhere this strangely mixed land,
and we have now only to deal with the aspect of
it as known to the Greeks before the days of
Alexander. That knowledge was ethnographical
in its quality and exceedingly slight in quantity.
Herodotus mentions the Sagartoi, Zarangai, Tha-
manai, Uxoi, and Mykoi. These are Seistan
tribes. The Sagartoi were nomads of Seistan,
mentioned both amongst tribes paying tribute
and those who were exempt. The Zarangai
were the inhabitants of Drangia (Seistan), where
their ancient capital fills one of the most remark-
able of all historic sites. The Zarangai are said
to be recognizable in the Afghan Durani. No
Afghan Durani would admit this. He claims a
very different origin (as will be explained), and in
the absence of authoritative history it is never
wise to set aside the traditions of a people about
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themselves, especially of a people so advanced as
the Duranis. More probable is it that the ancient
geographical appellation Zarangai covers the historic
Kaiani of Seistan supposed to be the same as the
Kakaya of Sanscrit.

The Uxoi may be the modern Hots of Makran
—a people who are traditionally reckoned amongst
the most ancient of the mixed population which has
drifted into the Makran ethnographic cul-de-sac,
and who were certainly there in Alexander’s time.
In eastern Makran, Herodotus mentions only the
Parikanoi and the Asiatic Ethiopian. Parikan is
the Persian plural form of the Sanscrit Parva-ka,
which means ‘““ mountaineer.” This bears exactly
the same meaning as the word Kobhistani, or Barohi,
and is not a tribal appellation at all, although
the latter may possibly have developed into the
Brahui, the well-known name of a very important
Dravidian people of Southern Baluchistan (high-
landers all of them) who are akin to the Dravidian
races of Southern India. The Asiatic Ethiopian
presents a more difficult problem. During the
winter of 1905 careful inquiries were made in
Makran for any evidence to support the sugges-
tion that a tribe of Kushite origin still existed in
that country. It is of interest in connection with
the question whether the earliest immigrants into
Mesopotamia (these people who, according to
Accadian tradition, brought with them from the
South the science of civilization) were a Semitic
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race or Kushites. It is impossible to ignore the
existence of Kushite races in the east as well as
the south. We have not only the authority of the
earliest Greek writings, but Biblical records also
are in support of the fact, and modern interest only
centres in the question what has become of them.
Bellew suggests that it was after the various Kush
or Kach, or Kaj tribes that certain districts in
Baluchistan are called Kach Gandava or Kach
(Kaj) Makran, and that the chief of these tribes
were the Gadara, after whom the country was
called Gadrosia. This seems mere conjecture. At
any rate the term Kach, sometimes Kachchi, some-
times Katz, is invariably applied to a flat open
space, even if it is only the flat terrace above a
river intervening between the river and a hill, and is
purely geographical in its significance. But it was
a matter of interest to discover whether the Gadurs
of Las Bela could be the Gadrosii, or whether they
exhibited any Ethiopian traits. The Gadurs, how-
ever, proved to be a section of the Rajput clan of
Lumris, a proud race holding themselves aloof
from other clans and never intermarrying with
them. There could be no mistake about the
Rajput origin of the red-skinned Gadur. He was
a Kshatrya of the lunar race, but he might very
possibly represent the ancient Gadrosii, even
though he is no descendant of Kush. The other
Rajput tribes with whom the Gadurs coalesce have
apparently held their own in Las from a period
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quite remote, and must have been there when
Alexander passed that way.

Asiatic negroes abound in Makran : some of them
fresh importations from Africa, others bred in the
slave villages of the Arabian Sea coast, as they
have been for centuries. They are a fine, brawny,
well-developed race of people, and some of the
best of them are to be found as stokers in the
P. & O. service; but they do not represent
the Asiatic Ethiopian of Herodotus, who could
hardly compile a gazetteer for the Greeks which
should include all the ethnographical information
known to the Persians, any more than our In-
telligence Department could compile a complete
gazetteer of the whole Russian Empire. To the
maritime Greek nation the overwhelming pre-
ponderance of the huge Empire which over-
shadowed them must have created the same
feeling of anxious suspicion that the unwieldy
size of Russia presents to us, and it is not very
likely that military intelligence of a really practical
nature was offered gratis to the Greeks by the
Persian geographers and military leaders. It is
not surprising, therefore, that Herodotus did not
know all that existed on the far Persian frontier.
There are tribes and peoples about Southern
Baluchistan who are as ancient as Herodotus but
who are not mentioned. For instance, the ruling
tribe in Makran until quite recently (when they
were ousted by certain Sikh or Rajput interlopers
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called Gichki) were the Boledi, and their country
was once certainly called Boledistan. The Boledi
valley is one of the loveliest in a country which is
apt to enhance the loveliness of its narrow bands of
luxuriance by their rarety and their narrowness. It
is a sweet oasis in the midst of a barren rocky sea,
and must always have been an object of envy to
dwellers outside, even in days when a fuller water-
supply, more widely spread, turned many a valley
green which is now deep drifted with sand.
Ptolemy mentions the Boledis, so that they can
well boast the traditional respectability of age-
long ancestry. The Boledis are said to have
dispossessed the Persian Kaiani Maliks, who ruled
Makran in the seventeenth century, when they
headed what is known as the Baluch Confederation.
This may be veritable history, but their pride of
race and origin, on whatever record it is based,
has come to an end now; it has been left to the
present generation to see the last of them. A few
years ago there was living but one representative
of the ruling family of the Boledis, an old lady
named Miriam, who was exceedingly cunning in
the art of embroidery, and made the most bewitch-
ing caps. She was, I believe, dependent on the
bounty of the Sultan of Muscat, who possesses a
small tract of territory on the Makran coast.
Herodotus apparently knew nothing about the
Boledis, nor can it be doubted that the Greek
knowledge of Makran was exceedingly scanty.
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Thus, whilst Alexander marched to the Indian
frontier, well supplied with information as to the
ways thither when once he could make Persia his
base, he was almost totally ignorant of the one
route out of India which he eventually followed,

and which so nearly enveloped his whole force
in disaster.



CHAPTER 11

ASSYRIA AND AFGHANISTAN—ANCIENT LAND ROUTES
—POSSIBLE SEA ROUTES

WitH the building up of the vast Persian Empire,
and the gradual fostering of eastern colonies, and
the consequent introduction of the manners and
methods of Western Asia into the highlands of
Samarkand and Badakshan, other nationalities were
concerned besides Persians and Greeks. Captive
peoples from Syria had been deported to Assyria
seven centuries before Christ. The House of
Israel had been broken up (for Samaria had fallen
in 721 B.C. before the victorious hosts of Sargon),
and some of the Israelitish families had been
deported eastwards and northwards to Northern
Mesopotamia and Armenia. With the vitality of
their indestructible race it is at least possible that
a remnant survived as serfs in Assyria, preserving
their own customs and institutions—secretly if not
openly—intermarrying, trading, and money-making,
yet still looking for the final restoration of Israel

until the final break-up of the Assyrian Kingdom.
39
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They were never absolutely absorbed, and never
forgot to recount their historic pedigree to their
children.

With the final overthrow of the Assyrian King-
dom we lose sight of the tribes of Israel, who for
more than a century had been mingled with the
peoples of Northern Mesopotamia and Armenia.
At least history holds no record of their further
national existence. From time immemorial in
Asia it had been customary for the captives taken
in war to be transported bodily to another field for
purposes of colonization and public labour. When
the world was more scantily peopled such methods
were natural and effectual ; the increase of working
power gained thereby being of the utmost import-
ance in days when enormous irrigation canals were
excavated, and bricks had to be fashioned for the
construction of walled cities.

The extent and magnificence of Assyrian build-
ing must have demanded an immense supply of
such manual labour for the purpose of brickmaking.
All the mighty works of ancient Egypt, Assyria, and
Babylon were literally ‘ the work of men’s hands.”
In Mesopotamia was captured labour especially
necessary. Stone was indeed available at Nineveh,
but the barrenness of the soil which stretches flatly
from the rugged hills of Kurdistan across Meso-
potamia rendered the country unproductive un-
less enormous works of irrigation were undertaken
for the distribution of water. Mesopotamia is a



I ASSYRIA AND AFGHANISTAN 41

country of immense possibilities, but the wealth of it
is only for those who can distribute the waters of its
great rivers over the productive soil. The yearly
inundations of the Euphrates and Tigris are but
sufficient for the needs of a narrow strip of land on
either side the rivers, and the crops of the country
undeveloped by canals can only support a scattered
and scanty population. Towards the south there
is another difficulty. The flat soil becomes water-
logged and marshy and runs to waste for want of
drainage. There is no stone for building purposes
near Babylon. Approaching Babylon over the
windy wastes of scrub-powdered plain there is
nothing to be seen in the shape of a hill. Long,
low, flat-topped mounds stretch athwart the horizon
and resolve themselves on nearer approach into
deeply scarred and weather-worn accretions of
debris, or else they are banks of ancient water-
ways winding through the steppe, the last rem-
nants of a stupendous system of irrigation. Then
there breaks into view the solitary erection which
stands in the open plain overlooking a wide vista
of marsh and swamp to the west, which represents
the ruins called Birs Nimrud, the Ziggurat or
temple which, in successive tiers devoted to the
powers of heaven, supported the shrine of Mercury.
It is by far the most conspicuous object in the
Babylonian landscape ; huge, dilapidated, and un-

shapely, it mounts guard over a silent, stagnant,
swampy plain,
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Now the remarkable feature in all these gigantic
remains of antiquity is that they are built of brick.
In the wide expanse of Mesopotamia plain around
there is not a stone quarry to be found. Of
Nineveh, we learn from the masterly records of
Xenophon that as he was leading the surviving
10,000 Greeks in their retreat from the disastrous
field of Babylon back to the sunny Hellespont,
some 200 years after the destruction of Nineveh,
he came upon a vast desert city on the Tigris.
The wall of it was 25 feet wide, 100 feet high,
with a 20-foot basement of stone. This was
all that was left of Kalah, one of the Assyrian
capitals. A day’s march farther north he came on
another deserted city with similar walls. These
were the dry bones of Nineveh, already forgotten
and forsaken. Two centuries had in these early
ages been sufficient to blot out the memory of
Assyrian greatness so completely that Xenophon
knew not of it, nor recognized the place where his
foot was treading. Barely seventy years ago was
the memory of them restored to man, and tokens
of the richness and magnificence of the art which
embellished them first given to the world. The
mounds representing Nineveh and Babylon are
some of them of enormous size. The mound of
Mugheir (the ancient Ur) is the ancient platform
of an Assyrian palace, which is faced with a wall
10 feet thick of red kiln-dried bricks cemented with
bitumen. Some of these platforms were raised
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from 50 to 60 feet above the plain and protected
by massive stone masonry carried to a height ex-
ceeding that of the platform. But the Babylonian
mound of Birs. Nimrud, which rises from the plain
level to the blue glazed masonry of the upper tier
of the Ziggurat, is altogether a brick construction.
The debris of the many-coloured bricks now forms
a smooth slope for many feet from its base; but
above, where the square blocks of brickwork still
hold together in scattered disarray, you may still
dig out a foot-square brick with the title and
designations of Nebuchadnezzar imprinted on its
face. These artificial mounds could only have
been built at an enormous cost of labour. The
great mound of Koyunjik (the palace of Nineveh)
covers an area of 100 acres and reaches up g5 feet
at its highest point. It has been calculated that
to heap up such a pile would ‘require the
united efforts of 10,000 men for twelve years, or
20,000 men for six years” (Rawlinson, Five
Monarchies), and then only the base of the palace
is reached; and there are many such mounds,
for “it seems to have been a point of honour with
the Assyrian Kings that each should build a new
palace for himself” (Ragozin, Ckaldaea).

Only conquering monarchs with whole nations
as prisoners could have compassed such results.
This, indeed, was one of the great objectives of
war in these early times. It was the amassing of a
great population for manual labour and the creation
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of new centres of civilization and trade. Thus it
was that the peoples of Western Asia—Egyptians,
Israelites, Jews, Phcenicians, Assyrians, Baby-
lonians, and even Greeks—were transported over
vast distances by land, and a movement given to
the human race in that part of the world which has
infinitely complicated the science of ethnology.
The peopling of Canada by the French, of North
America by the English, of Brazil by the Portuguese,
of Argentina and Chile by Spaniards and Italians,
is perhaps a more comprehensive process in the
distribution of humanity and more permanent in its
character. But ancient compulsory movement, if not
as extensive as modern voluntary emigration, was
at least wholesale, and it led to the distribution of
people in districts which would not naturally have
invited them. The first process in the consolida-
tion of a district, or satrapy, was the settlement of
inhabitants, sometimes in supercession of a dis-
placed or annihilated people, sometimes as an
ethnic variety to the possessors of the soil. Tiglath
Pileser was the first Assyrian monarch to consolidate
the Empire by its division into satrapies. Hence-
forward the outlying provinces of the dominions
were convenient dumping places for such bodies
of captives as were not required for public works
at home.

Nothing would be more natural than that Sargon
should deport a portion of the Israelitish nation to
colonize his eastern possessions towards India, justas
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Darius Hystaspes later employed the same process
to the same ends when he deported Greeks from the
Lybian Barke to Baktria. There is nothing more
astonishing in the fact that we should find a
powerful people claiming descent from Israel in
Northern Afghanistan than that we should find
another people claiming a Greek origin in the
Hindu Kush.

Nor was the importance of peopling waste lands
and raising up new nations out of well-planted
colonies overlooked ten centuries before Christ
any more than it is now. Then it was a matter
of transporting them overland and on foot to the
farthest eastern limits of these great Asiatic empires.
Always east or south they tramped, for nothing
was known of the geography of the North and
West. Eastwards lay the land of the sun, whence
came the Indians who fought in the armies of
Darius, and where gold and ivory, apes and pea-
cocks were found to fill Pheenician ships. To-day
it is different. The peopling of the world with
whites is chiefly a Western process. Emigrants go
out in ships, not as captives, but almost equally in
compact bodies—the best of our working men to
Canada, and many of the best of our much-wanted
domestic servants to South Africa. It isa perpetual
process in the world’s economy, and perhaps the
chief factor in the world’s history; but in the old,
old centuries before the Christian era it was
necessarily a land process, and the geographical
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distribution of the land features determined the
direction of the human tide. Some twenty years
before the fall of Samaria and the deportation of
the ten tribes of Israel, Tiglath Pileser had effected
conquests in Asia which carried him so far east
that he probably touched the Indus. Why he
went no farther, or why Alexander subsequently
left the greater part of the Indian peninsula un-
explored, is fully explicable on natural grounds,
even if other explanations were wanting.

The Indus valley would offer to the military
explorers from the West the first taste of the
quality of the climate of the India of the plains
which they would encounter. The Indus valley in
the hot weather would possess little climatic attrac-
tion for the Western highlander. Alexander’s
troops mutinied when they got far beyond the
Indus. Any other troops would mutiny under
such conditions as governed their outfit and their
march. It is more than possible that the great
Assyrian conqueror before him encountered much
the same difficulty. It is clear, however, historically,
that the Assyrian knew and trod the way to Northern
Afghanistan (or Baktria), and if we examine the
map of Asia with any care we shall see that there
is no formidable barrier to the passing of large
bodies of people from Nineveh to Herat (Aria), or
from Herat to the Indus valley, until we reach the
very gates of India on the north-west frontier.
Four centuries later than Tiglath Pileser the battle
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of Arbela was fought to a finish between Alexander
and Darius (who possessed both Greek and Indian
troops in his army) on a field which is not so very
far to the east of Nineveh, and which is probably
represented more or less accurately by the modern
Persian town of Erbil. The modern town may not
be on the exact site of the action, and we know
that the ancient town was some sixty miles away
from the battlefield. However that may be, we
learn that in the general retreat of the Persians
which followed the battle, Darius made his way to
Ecbatana, the ancient capital of the Medes. There
he remained for about a year, but hearing of
Alexander’'s advance from Persepolis in the spring
of 330 B.C. he fled to the north-east, with a view to
taking refuge with his kinsman Bessos, who was
then satrap of Baktria. This gives us the clue to
the general line of communication between Northern
Mesopotamia and Baktria (or Afghanistan) in ancient
days; and the twenty-five centuries which have
rolled by since that early period have done little to
modify that line.

Until the beginning of the nineteenth century
A.D. from the earliest times with which we can come
into contact through any human record, this high-
road (not the only one, but the chief one) must
have been trodden by the feet of thousands of
weary pilgrims, captives, emigrants, merchants, or
fighting men—an intermittent tide of humanity
exceeding in volume any host known to modern
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days—bringing East into touch with the West to
an extent which we can hardly appreciate. It may
be said that the straightest road to Baktria did not
lie through Ecbatana. It did not; but independ-
ently of the fact that Ecbatana was a city of great
defensive capacity, and of reasons both political
and military which would have impelled Darius to
take that route, we shall find if we examine the
latest Survey of India map of Western Persia that
the geographical distribution of hill and valley
make it the easiest, if not the shortest, route. The
configuration of Western Persia, like that of
Makran and Southern Baluchistan extending to
our own north-west frontier, mainly consists of
long lines of narrow ridges curving in lines parallel
to the coast, rocky and mostly impassable to
travellers crossing their difficult ridge aand furrow
formation transversely, but presenting curiously easy
and open roads along the narrow lateral valleys.
Ecbatana once stood where the modern Hamadan
now stands. The road from Arbil (or Erbil) that
carries most traffic follows this trough formation
to Kermanshah and then bends north-eastward to
Hamadan. From Hamadan to Rhagai and the
Caspian gates, which was the route followed by
Darius in his flight from Ecbatana, the road was
clearly coincident with the present telegraph line
to Tehran from Hamadan, which strikes into the
great post route eastward to Mashad and Herat,
one of the straightest and most uniformly level
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roads in all Asia. It must always have been so.
Remarkable physical changes have occurred in
Asia during these twenty - five centuries, but
nothing to alter the relative disposition of moun-
tain and plain in this part of Persia, or to change
the general character of its ancient highway. All
this part of Persia was under the dominion of the
Assyrian king when the tribes of Israel left Syria
for Armenia. He had but recently traversed the
road to India, and he knew the richness of Baktria
(of Afghan Turkistan and Badakshan) and could
estimate what a colony might become in these
eastern fields.

What more natural than that he should draft
some of his captives eastward to the land of pro-
mise? There is not an important tribe of people
in all that hinterland of India that has not been
drafted in from somewhere. There is not a people
left in India, for that matter, that can safely call
themselves indigenous. From Persia and Media,
from Aria and Skythia, from Greece and Arabia,
from Syria and Mesopotamia they have come, and
their coming can generally be traced historically,
and their traditions of origin proved to be true.
But there is one important people (of whom there
is much more to be said) who call themselves
Ben-i-Israel, who claim a descent from Kish, who
have adopted a strange mixture of Mosaic law and
Hindu ordinance in their moral code, who (some
sections at least) keep a feast which strangely
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accords with the Passover, who hate the Yahudi
(Jew) with a traditional hatred, and for whom no
one has yet been able to suggest any other origin
than the one they claim, and claim with determined
force; and these people rule Afghanistan. It may
be that they have justification for their traditions,
even as others have; they may yet be proved to
stand in the same relationship to the scattered
remnants of Israel as some of the Kafir inhabitants
of Northern Afghanistan can be shown to hold to
the Greeks of pre-Alexandrian days. It is difficult
to account for the name Afghan: it has been said
that it is but the Armenian word Aghvan (Moun-
taineer). If this is so, it at once indicates a con-
nection between the modern Afghan and the Syrian
captives of Armenia.

But whilst ““men in nations ”’ were thus traversing
the highlands of Persia from Mesopotamia to
Northern Afghanistan by highways so ancient that
they may be regarded almost as geographical
fixtures as everlasting as the hills, we do not find
much evidence of traffic with the Central Asian
States north of the Oxus.

Early military excursions into the land of the
Skyths were more for the purpose of dealing
with the predatory habits of these warlike tribes,
who afterwards peopled half of Europe as well
as India, than of promoting either trade or geo-
graphical inquiry ; and it was the route which led
to Northern Afghanistan and Baktria through
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Northern Persia which was most attractive from
its general accessibility and promise of profit. It
was this way that Northern Kashmir and the gold-
fields of Tibet were touched. The Indian gold
which formed so large a part of the Persian
revenues in the time of Darius undoubtedly came
from Northern India and Tibet. Old as are the
workings of the Wynaad gold-fields in the west,
and Kolar in the east, of the peninsula, it is un-
likely that either of these sources was known to
Persia.

The more direct routes to India from Ecbatana,
passing through Central Persia vz Kashan, Yezd,
and Kirman, terminated on the Helmund or in
Makran, and there is no evidence that the moun-
tain system which faces the Indus was ever crossed
by invading Persian hosts. There was, indeed, a
tradition in Alexander’s time that an attempt had
been made to traverse Makran and that it had
failed. This, says Arrian, was one of the reasons
why Alexander obstinately chose that route on his
retirement from India. In spite, however, of the
geographical difficulties which render it improbable
that the hosts of Tiglath Pileser (who could have
dealt with the Skythians of the north readily
enough) ever broke across the north-western gate-
ways of India’s mountain borderland, there was
undoubtedly a close connection between Assyria
and India of which the evidence is still with us.

‘Throughout the golden age of the Second Empire
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of Assyria, after the subjugation of Babylon and
the consolidation of the Empire by Tiglath Pileser,
during the reigns of Sargon and Senacherib (who
fought the first Assyrian naval fight), Esar Haddon
(who destroyed Sidon and removed the inhabitants)
and Assur-bani-pal (Sardanapalus), to the final
overthrow of Assyria by Babylon in 625 B.c., when
the star of Nebuchadnezzar arose on the southern
horizon, Assyria held the supreme command of
Eastern commerce, and Nineveh dictated the
cannons of art to the world. No event more pro-
foundly affected the commerce of Asia than the
destruction of Sidon and the bodily transfer of its
commercial inhabitants to Assyria. This was the
age of Assyrian art, of literature, and of archi-
tecture ; Assyrian culture realized its culminating
point in the reign of Assur-bani-pal, when the
library at Nineveh far surpassed any library that
the world had ever seen. It was then that inter-
course between Assyria and India became unbroken
and intimate. Then public works of the largest
dimensions were undertaken, and colonies formed
for the purpose of developing the riches of the
newly acquired lands in the East. Assyrian art
found its way to India, and the affinity between
Assyrian and Indian art is directly traceable still in
spite of the impress subsequently effected by Greece
and Rome.

The carpets that are spread on the floors of
every Anglo-Indian home and which, as Turkish,
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Persian, Central Asian, or Indian, are to be found
in every carpet shop in London, usually possess
in the intricacies of their pattern some trace of
ancient Assyrian art. As Sir George Birdwood
has long ago pointed out, general similarities be-
tween Assyrian and Indian design in carpet patterns
may possibly be due to a common Turanian origin,
pre-Semitic and pre-Aryan; but there are details
of architectural plan in the Southern Indian temples
which, quite as much as the reproduction of the
ancient Assyrian “knop and flower” in its infinite
variety of form (all expressing more or less con-
ventionally the cone and the lotus of the original
idea), testify to an infinitely old art affinity, and
at the same time witness to the wonderful vitality
of intelligent design.

The tree of life so largely interwoven into
Eastern fabrics was the ‘“Asherah” or ‘“grove”
sacred to Asshur the supreme god of the Assyrians,
the Lord and Giver of life; and it appears to have
been the development of the “Hom” or lotus,
which, although it is a Kashmir valley plant, is
always admirably rendered in Assyrian sculpture.
Eventually the date palm took the place of the
Hom in the Euphrates valley, just as the vine
replaced it in Asia Minor and Greece. In Central
Asian rugs we find the cone replaced by the pome-
granate, and the tree of life becomes a pomegranate
tree. There is too much intricacy in such similarity
of ornamental detail between Assyrian and Indian
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art for the result to have been merely developments
from a common pre-historic stock along separate
lines. They are clearly imitations one of the other,
and the similarity is but another link in the chain
of evidence which proves that the highways of
Asia connecting Assyria with India through Persia
were well-trodden ways seven centuries at least
before Christ, even if the sea route from the Red
Sea and Euphrates had not then reached the Indus
and western coast of India.

Whilst all historical evidence points to the
Tehran-Mashad route as the great highway which
linked Mesopotamia with Baktria in past ages,
there are certain curious little indications that
the southern road through Persia, viz. Yezd and
Kirman, was also well known, for it is a remarkable
fact (which may be taken for what it is worth) that
it is in the villages and bazaars of Sind that the
potters may be found whose conservative souls
delight in the reproduction of a class of ornamental
decoration which most clearly indicates an Assyrian
origin. The direct route to Sind from Mesopotamia
is not by way of Herat. It is (as will be subse-
quently explained) zzg¢ Kirman and Makran, but
there is absolutely no historical evidence to support
the suggestion that this was a route utilized by the
Assyrians; and there is, on the other hand, Arrian’s
statement that roads through Makran were unknown
or but legendary.

[t is impossible, however, to ignore the fact that
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the sea route to North-western India was utilized
in very ancient times; and although its connection
with the northern landward gates of India may
appear to be rather obscure, that connection is a
matter which actually concerns us rather nearly in
the present day. For it is by this ancient sea
route that Persia and Baluchistan, Seistan and
Afghanistan derive those supplies of small arms
and ammunition which are abundant in those
countries, but which never pass through India.
Muskat is the chief depot for distribution, and the
Persian ports of Bandar Abbas, Jask, or Pasni on
the Makran coast are utilized as ports for the
interior, leading by routes which are quite sufh-
ciently good for caravan traffic towards the point
where Afghan territory meets that of Persia and
Baluchistan just south of Seistan. Once in Seistan
they are well behind the passes which split our
nearer line of defence in the trans- Indus hills.
Even our command of the sea fails to suppress this
traffic, which has led to such a general distribution
of arms of precision (chiefly of German manu-
facture), that these countries may fairly claim to be
able to arm their whole population. No recent
researches in the Persian Gulf or on the Persian
coast have added much to the sum of our know-
ledge respecting the early navigation of these
Eastern seas, but there can be no question as to
its immense antiquity. The Phcenician settler in
Syria and Mesopotamia has been traced back to
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his primeval home in the Bahrein Islands, which,
if Herodotus is correct in his estimated date for
the founding of Tyre (2756 years B.c.), takes us
back to very early times indeed for the coast
navigation of the Persian Gulf and the Indian Seas.
Hiram, King of Tyre, could look back through long
ages to the days when his Phcenician forefathers
started their well-packed vessels (the Phcenicians
were famous for their skill in stowing cargo) to
crawl along the coasts of Makran and Western
India for the purpose of acquiring those stores of
spices and gold which first made commerce profit-
able, or else to make their way westward, guided
by the headlands and shore outlines of Southern
Arabia, to gather the riches from African fields.
Makran is full of strange relics of immense age for
which none can account. Since Egyptology has
become a recognized science, who will lay the
foundations of such a science for Southern Arabia
and Makran? When will some one arise with the
wisdom and the leisure to write of the power of
ancient Arabia, and to trace the impressions left on
the whole world of commerce, of art, of architecture,
and literature by the ancient races who hailed from
the South?

We cannot tell when the first sea-borne trade
passed to and fro between India and the Erythrean
Sea, a creeping, slow-moving trade making the best
shift possible of wind and tide, and knowing no
guide but the pole star of that period, and the rocky
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headlands and islands of the Makran coast. Many
of the ancient islands exist no more, but the coast
is a peculiarly well-marked one for the mariner still.
Probably the coast trade was earlier than the over-
land caravan traffic; but the latter was certainly
co-existent with the Assyrian monarchy when Persia
and Central Asia lay at the feet of the conqueror

Tiglath Pileser.



CHAPTER III

GREEK EXPLORATION—ALEXANDER—MODERN BALKH
—THE BALKH PLAIN AND BAKTRIA

TweNTY-TWO centuries have rolled away since the
first military expedition from Europe was organized
and led into the wilds of an Asia which was prob-
ably as civilized then as it is now. Two thousand
two hundred years, and yet along the wild stretches
of the Indian frontier, where a mound here and
there testifies to the former existence of some
forgotten camp, or where in the slant rays of the
evening sun faint indications may be traced on the
level Punjab flats of the foundation of a city long
since dead, the name of the great Macedonian is
uttered with reverence and awe as might be the
name of a god who can still influence the lives of
men, yet qualified by an affix which indicates a
curious survival of the mythological conception of
gods as human beings. You may wander through
some of the valleys cleft through the western
frontier hills, where an intermittent rivulet of

water spreads a network of streamlets on the
58
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boulder-covered bed of the nullah, and where the
stony hills rise in barren slopes on either side, and
find, perchance half hidden by weather-worn debris
and tufts of stringy verdure, the remains of what
was once an artificial water-channel, stone built
and admirably graded, and you may ask who was
responsible for this construction. Not a man can
say. There is no history, no tradition even, con-
nected with it. It passes their understanding.
Doubtless it was the work of ‘“ Sekunder” (Alex-
ander)—that prehistoric, mythological, incompre-
hensible, and yet beneficent being who lives in the
minds of the frontier people as the apotheosis of
the Deputy Commissioner. Yet the impression
left on India by the Greeks is marvellously small.
It is chiefly to be found in the architecture and the
sculpture of the Punjab. The Greek language
disappeared from the Indus valley about the end of
the tenth century A.p., and there is hardly a Greek
place-name now to be recognized anywhere on the
Indus banks. But any unusual relic of the past, the
story of which has passed beyond the memory of
the present tribes-people (even though it may be
obviously of medizval Arabic origin), is invariably
attributed to Alexander. It is, however, chiefly
in the sculpture and decorations of Buddhist
buildings (which never existed in Alexander's
day) that clear evidence exists of Greek art con-
ception. The classical features and folded raiment
of the sculptured saints and buddhas, which are
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found so freely in certain parts of the Punjab, are
obviously derived from original Greek ideals which
may very possibly have been transmitted through
Rome.

With Alexander in India we have nothing to do
in these pages. It is as the first explorer in the
regions beyond India, the Afghan and Baluchistan
hinterlands, that he at present concerns us; and it
may fairly be stated that no later expedition com-
bining scientific research with military conquest
ever added more to the sum of the world’s know-
ledge of those regions than that led by Alexander.
For centuries after it no light arises on the geo-
graphical horizon of the Indian border. Indeed, not
until political exigencies caused by Russia’s steady
advance towards India compelled a revision of
political boundaries in Persia, Baluchistan, Afghan-
istan, and India, was any very accurate idea obtained
of the geographical conditions of Northern and
Western Afghanistan, or of Baluchistan, or of
Southern Persia. The mapping of these countries
has been recent, and the progress of it, as year
by year the network of Indian triangulation and
topography spread westward and northward, has
rcopened many sources of light which, if not
altogether new, have lain hidden ever since the
Macedonian conqueror passed over them. Long
before the Greek army mustered on the banks of
the Hellespont we have seen that the highways to
the East were well trodden and well known. It
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was not likely that Alexander’s intelligence depart-
ment was lacking in information. For many
centuries subsequent to that expedition the rise
of the Parthian power absolutely cut off these old-
world trade communications and set the restless
tides of human emigration into new channels. But
in Alexander’s time there was nothing in Persia
to interrupt the interchange of courtesies between
East and West.

The great Aryan tide had already flowed from
the Central Asian highlands into India, but Jutes
and Skyths had yet to make that great drift west-
ward which peopled half of Europe with nomadic
tribes speaking kindred tongues—a drift which
never rested in its westward advance till, as
Anglians and Saxons, it had enveloped England
and faced its final destiny in an American con-
tinent. Assyria had passed by with arts and
commerce rather than with arms, and Persia had
followed in Assyrian tracks. Both had established
colonies half-way to India in the Afghan highlands,
Persia with the aid of captive Greeks, and Assyria
with people taken from the Syrian land. The list
of Assyrian and Persian satrapies included all those
lands which we now call the hinterland of India,
and which in Alexander’s time must have been
absolutely Persianized. But beyond the historical
evidence which can be collected to prove the
early, the constant, traffic which ensued between
Mesopotamia, or Asia Minor, and India, after the
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consolidation of those two great empires, there is
the tradition which certain Greek writers (notably
Arrian) treat rather scornfully, of the conquest of
Upper India by the mythical hero Bacchus. It is
never wise to treat any tradition scornfully, and
Arrian is himself obliged to admit the difficulty
of explaining certain records connected with
Alexander’s history, without assuming that the
tradition was not groundless.

Writing of the city of Nysa, Arrian says that
‘““it was built by Dionysos or Bacchus, when he
conquered the Indians; but who this Bacchus was,
or at what time or from whence he conquered the
Indians is hard to determine, whether he was that
Theban who from Thebes, or he who from Timolus,
a mountain of Lydia, undertook that famous expedi-
tion into India is very uncertain.” There is a
Greek epic poem in hexameter verse, called the
“ Dionysiaka,” or ¢ Bassarika,” which tells of the
conquest of India by Bacchus, the greatest of all his
achievements. The author is Nonnus of Panoplis
in Egypt, who wrote about the beginning of the
fifth century of our era. Bacchus is said to have
received a command from Zeus to turn back the
Indians, who had extended their conquests to the
Mediterranean, and in the execution of this com-
mand he marched through Syria and Assyria. In
Assyria he was entertained with magnificent hospi-
tality. Nothing further is said of the route he took
to reach India. The first battle which took place
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in India was on the banks of the Hydaspes, where
the Indians were routed. Then followed as an
incident in the war the destruction of the Indian
feet in a naval battle, which is instructive. It
took the assistance of the goddess of war, Pallas
Athene, to bring the campaign to a conclusion,
which terminated with the death of the Indian
leader Deriades. Here, then, is crystallized
in verse the tradition to which Arrian refers,
and remembering that we are indebted to two
great epics of India, the ‘“Ramayana” and the
‘““ Mahabharata,” for such glimmering of the ancient
history of the Aryan occupation of India as we
possess, we may very well conceive that the germs
of real historical fact lie half-concealed in this poem
of Nonnus. However that may be, it is tolerably
certain that Alexander found a people in Northern
India who claimed a Greek origin when he arrived
there, quite apart from the colonists of Baktria who
had been transported there by Darius Hydaspes,
and that he recognized their claim to distant
relationship.

When Alexander, then, mustered his army in
the sunny fields of Macedon he was preparing
for an expedition over no uncertain ways between
Greece and Baktria or Arachosia (Northern and
Western Afghanistan). He knew what lay before
him if he could once break through the Persian
barrier; and the strength of that barrier he must
have been well aware lay as much in the stern
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fighting qualities of the mercenary Greek legions
in the pay of Persia as in the hosts of Persian and
Indian troops which the Persian monarch could
array against him. We have lists of the com-
ponent forces on both sides. The Macedonian
legions were homogeneous and patriotic. The
Persian army was partly European, but chiefly
Asiatic, with a mixed company of Asiatic troops
such as has probably never taken the field since.
The opposing forces, indeed, partook of the nature
of the two armies which fought out the issue of
the Russo-Japanese campaign, and the result was
much the same. There was no tie of national
sentiment to bind together the unwieldy cohorts
of Persia. They fought for their pay, and they
fought well; but when big battalions are divided
in religious sentiment and unswayed by patriot-
ism, they are no match for Macedonian cohesion,
Mahomedan Jehad, or Japanese Bushido.

It is quite interesting to examine the details of
Alexander’'s army. The main body consisted of
six brigades of 3000 men, each united to form an
irresistible phalanx. Heavily armoured, with a
long shield, a long sword, and a four-and-twenty
foot spear (sarina), the infantryman of the phalanx
must have possessed a powerful physique to enable
him to carry himself and his weapons in the field.
The depth of the phalanx was sixteen ranks, and
the first six ranks were so placed that they could
all bring their spears into action at once. The
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bulk of the phalanx consisted of Macedonians only.
The light infantry, bowmen, and dartsmen num-
bered about 60co. A third corps of 6000 men
more lightly armed, but witH longer swords than
the phalangists (called Hypaspists), were inter-
mediate. The cavalry consisted of three classes,
light, heavy, and medium, 3000 Macedonian and
Thessalian horsemen, heavily armoured, forming its
main strength. The light cavalry were Thracian
lancers. The Royal Horse Guard included eight
Macedonian squadrons of horsemen picked from
the best families in Greece. It is useful to note
that there were mounted infantry and artillery
(2. balistai and katapeltai) with the force. More
useful still to note that none of Alexander’s victories
were won by the solid strength of his phalanx;
it was the sweeping and resistless force of his
cavalry charges (often led by himself) that gained
them.

Perhaps the most notable feature about this
Greek expedition to India was the fact that it was
the first military expedition of which there is any
record which included scientific inquiry as one of
its objects. Alexander had on his personal staff
men of literary if not of scientific acquirements,
and it is to them doubtless that we owe a compara-
tively clear account of the expedition, although
unfortunately their records have only been trans-
mitted to us by later authors. If we could but
recover originals what a host of doubtful points
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might be cleared up! It is true that previous
to the date of Alexander one man of genius,
Xenophon, had kept a record of a magnificent
military achievement, and had proved himself to be
master of literature as he was of the science of
leading ; but Xenophon stands alone, and it may
be doubted whether, during the many centuries
which have passed away since the era of Greek
supremacy, any practical leader of men has ever
attained such a splendid position in the ranks of
writers of military history. Alexander appears, at
any rate, to have been no historian, but his staff
of cultivated literary assistants and men of letters
included many notable Greek names.

Alexander crossed the Hellespont in the spring
of the year 334 B.c,, and first encountered the
Persians near the Granikos River. The battle was
decisive although the losses on either side do not
appear to have been heavy. It was but the augury
of what was to follow. The subsequent advance
of the Macedonian troops southward through the
lovely land of Iona, and the reduction of Miletus
and Helikarnassos, brought the first year’s cam-
paign to a close. The second year opened with
the conquest of Pamphyllia and Phrygia, the passage
of the Tauros ranges being made in winter. On
the return of spring he recrossed the Tauros and
reduced the western hill-tribes of Kilikia. Part of
his force, meanwhile, had occupied the passes into
Syria known as the Syrian gates. Within two
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days march of the Syrian gates the Persian hosts
again were massed in an open plain under Darius,
who had advanced from the east, waiting to fall
upon the Macedonian troops and crush them as
they debouched from the defile. Tired of waiting,
however, Darius moved forward into Kilikia by the
Amanian passes to look for Alexander, and thus it
happened that when Alexander finally emerged
from the Syrian gates into the plains of Syria he
found his enemy behind him. He partially retraced
his steps and regained the pass by midnight, and
there from one of the adjoining summits he * beheld
the Persian watch-fires gleaming far and wide over
the plain of Issos.” The rapidity of Alexander’s
movements was only equalled by the fierce energy
of his onslaught when he led his cavalry against
the unwieldy formations of his Persian enemy.
It was his own hand that gained the victory both
then and afterwards.

There is no more stirring story in all history
than this progress of the Macedonian force. Step
by step it has been traced out from Granikos to
Issos and from Issos to Arbela: but this is not
the place to recapitulate that part of the story
which applies only to Western Asia. It is not
until after the final decisive battle at Arbela, when
Darius fled in hot haste along the south-eastern
road to Ecbatana, the former capital of Media,
and thence in the spring of 330 B.c. retreated
with a disorganized force and an intriguing court
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towards Baktria, where he hoped to find a refuge
with his kinsman Bessos the satrap of that province,
that we really touch on the subject with which we
wish to deal in this book, viz. the high-roads to
Afghanistan in those long past days. Alexander,
meanwhile, had received the submission of Babylon
and restored the temple of Belus, and made himself
master of a more spacious empire than the world
had yet seen. It was then that the amazing results
of his military success began to turn his head.
From this point the severe simplicity of the
Macedonian soldier is exchanged for the luxury,
arrogance, and intolerance of the despot and
conqueror. As Alexander advanced in material
strength so did he slide down the easy descent
of moral retrogression, and whilst we can still
admire his magnificence as a military leader we
find little else left to admire about him. From
Babylon to the lovely valley wherein lies Susa, and
from Susa to Persepolis, was more or less of a
triumphal march in spite of the fierce opposition
of the satrap Artobaizanes. Of Persepolis we are
taught to believe that Alexander left nothing behind
him but blackened ruins—the result of a drunken
orgy. During the winter, amidst snow and ice, he
subdued the Mardians in their mountain fastnesses
(for he never left an active foe on the flank or rear),
and with the return of the sweet Persian spring he
renewed his hunt after Darius, turning his face to
the north and east.
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There are two high-roads through Persia to the
East—one leading to Northern Afghanistan and the
Oxus regions over Mashad, the other to Kirman,
Seistan, and Kandahar. Along both of them there
now runs a telegraph line connecting with the
Russian system zza Mashad, and the Indian system
vig Kirman. They must always have been high-
roads—the great trade routes to Central Asia and
India. Where the orderly line of telegraph poles
now stretches in unending regularity to mark the
dusty highway, there, through more ages than we
can count, the padded foot of the camel must have
worn the road into ridges and ruts as he plodded
his weary way with loads of merchandise and
fodder. No geological evolution can have dis-
turbed those tracks since the Assyrian kings first
drew riches from the East and started colonies on
the Baktrian highlands; they are now as they
were 1000 years before Christ, and it is only
natural that in the ordinary course of the same
unresting spirit of enterprise the telegraph posts
will sooner or later cast long shadows over a pass-
ing railway. The desert regions of Persia separate
these two roads: the wide flat spaces of sand or
“ Kavir”; an unending procession of sand-hills on
the glittering fields of salt-bound swamp. The
desert is crossable—it has been fairly well exploited
—but nothing so far has been found in it to justify
the expectation of great discoveries of dead and
buried cities, or traces of a former civilization
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such as once occupied the deserts of Chinese
Turkistan.

We may well believe that the central deserts of
Persia were the same in Alexander’s time as they
are in ours. Consequently any large company of
people would have been more or less forced into
one or other of the well-known routes which the
geographical configuration of the country presented
to them. In his pursuit of Darius Alexander
followed the northern route to Baktria which
strikes a little north of east from Ecbatana (Ham-
adan), and in these days leads direct to Tehran the
modern capital of Persia. The tragical fate of
Darius, and Alexander’s crocodile grief thereat,
belongs to another story. It is only when he
touches the regions beyond Mashad that he figures
as one of the earliest explorers of Afghanistan, and
certainly the earliest of whom we have any certain
record. Unfortunately these records say very little
of the nature of those cities and centres of human
life which he found on the Afghan border; nor is
there any definite allusion to be found in the
writings of Alexander’s historians to the colonial
occupation of Afghanistan which must have pre-
ceded the Persian conquests. We have seen that
Assyrian influence was strongly and continuously
felt in India for many centuries after the con-
solidation of the Second Assyrian Empire, and
the probability that between the Tigris and the
Oxus there must have been intercommunication
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from the earliest days of the rise of Assyrian
power.

There is one ragged and time-worn city in
Afghan Turkistan which certainly belongs to the
centuries preceding the era of Alexander—it was
the capital of Baktria, the city of Bessos, and it
has been a great centre of commerce, a city of
pilgrimage, Buddhist and Mahomedan, for many
a century since. This is Balkh, traditionally known
as the ‘“Mother of cities,” whose foundation is
variously ascribed to Nimrud, or to *‘ Karomurs
the Persian Romulus,” Assyrian or Persian as the
fancy strikes the narrator. Of its extreme antiquity
there can be no doubt. It is certain that at a very
early date it was the rival of Ecbatana, of Nineveh,
and of Babylon. Bricks with inscriptions are said
to have been found there some seventy years ago,
and similar bricks should certainly be there still.
Officers of the Russo-Afghan Boundary Commission
passed through modern Balkh in 1884, but no such
bricks were found during the very cursory and
entirely superficial examination which was all that
could be made of the place; square bricks, without
inscription, of the size and quality of those which
may any day be dug out of the Birs Nimrud at
Babylon were certainly found, and point to a
similarity of construction in a part of the ancient
walls, which is "surely not accidental. Modern
Balkh consists of about 500 houses of Afghan
settlers, a colony of Jews, and a small bazaar set
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in the midst of a waste of ruins and many acres
of debris. The walls of the city are 6} or 7 miles
in perimeter; in some places they are supported
by a rampart like the walls of Herat. These, of
course, are modern, as is the fort and citadel, or
Bala Hissar, which stands on a mound to the north-
east. The green cupola of the Masjid Sabz and
the arched entrance to the ruined Madrasa testify
to modern Mahomedan occupation, as do the
Top-i-Rustam and the Takht-i-Rustam (two ancient
topes) to the fervour of religious zeal with which
its Buddhist inhabitants invested it in the early
centuries of our era. Balkh awaits its Layard, and
not only Balkh, for there are mounds and ruins
innumerable scattered through the breadth of the
Balkh plain.

As one approaches Balkh by the Akcha road
from the west, one looks anxiously around for some
outward signs of its extreme antiquity. They are
not altogether wanting, but time and the mellow-
ing hand of Nature have rounded off the edges of
the mounds of debris which lie scattered over miles
of the surrounding country, brushing them over
with the fresh green of vegetation, and leaving no
sign by which to judge of the age of them. Itis
difficult in this part of Asia to get back farther than
the age of the great destroyer Chenghiz Khan.
His time has passed by long enough to leave but
little evidence that the hand of the destroyer was
his hand ; but probably nothing visible on the surface
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dates back further than the six centuries which have
come and gone since his Mongol hordes were set
loose. Beyond these surface ruins and below them
there must be cities arranged, as it were, in under-
ground flats, one piled on another, strata below strata,
till we reach the debris of the pre-Semitic days
of Western and Central Asia, when the Turanian
races who supplied Arcadian civilization to Meso-
potamia peopled the land. Just as we cannot tell
exactly when Babylon first became a city, so are
we confounded by the age of Balkh. Babylon
belongs to the time when myths were grouped
around the adventures of a solar hero. Ultimately,
however, the Ca-dimissa of the Accad became the
Bab-ili (the ‘“gate of God”) of the Semite. It
was always the ‘“gate of God,” but whether the
presiding deity was always the Accadian Merodach
seems doubtful.  Fourteen or fifteen centuries
before Christ there was probably a Balkh as there
was a Babylon; and from time immemorial and a
date unreckoned Balkh and Babylon must have
been the two great commercial centres of Asia.
What a history to dig out when its time shall
come !

As the Akcha road leads into the city it passes
the outer wall, which is about 3o feet high, by a
gateway which is frankly nothing more than a gap
in the partially destroyed wall. It then skirts along,
past a ziarat gay with red flags, to a gateway in
the second wall under the citadel leading to an
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avenue of poplars ending with a garden. Here is
a pretentious and fairly comfortable caravanserai,
facing a court which is shaded by magnificent
plane trees. At first sight Balkh appears to consist
of nothing but ruins, but ascending the mound,
which is surrounded by the dilapidated fort walls,
one can see from this vantage of about 70 feet how
many new buildings are grouped round the remnants
of the old Mahomedan mosque, of which the dome
and one great gateway are all that is left.

The plain of the ancient Baktria, of which Balkh
represents the capital, lies south of the Oxus River,
extending east and west for some 200 miles parallel
to the river after its debouchment from the moun-
tains of Badakshan. It is flat, with a scattering of
prominences and mounds at intervals denoting the
site of some village or fortress of sufficient antiquity
to account for its gradual rise on the accumulations
of its own debris, probably assisted in the first
instance by some topographical feature. Looking
south it appears to be flanked by a flat blue wall
of hills, presenting no opportunity for escalade or
passage through them, a blue level line of counter-
scarp, which is locally known as the Elburz. This
great flanking wall is in reality very nearly what
it appears to be—an unassailable rampart; but
there are narrow ways intersecting it not easily
discernible, and through these ways the rivers of
the highlands make a rough passage to the plains.
Wherever they tumble through the mountain gate-
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ways and make placid tracks in the flats below,
they are utilized for irrigation purposes, and so
there exists a narrow fringe of cultivation under the
hills, which extends here and there along the banks of
the rivers out into the open Balkh plain. But these
rivers never reach the Oxus. This is not merely
because the waters of them are absorbed in irriga-
tion, but because there is a well-ascertained tectonic
action at work which is slowly raising the level of
the plain. Thus it happens that whilst big affluents
from the north bring rushing streams of much silt-
stained water to the great river, no such affluents
exist on the south. The waters of the Elburz
streams are all lost in the Oxus plain ere they
reach the river. Nevertheless there are abundant
evidences of the former existence of a vast irriga-
tion system drawn from the Oxus. The same lines
of level mounds which break the horizon of the
plains of Babylon are to be seen here, and they
denote the same thing. They are the containing
walls of canals which carried the Oxus waters
through hundreds of square miles of flat plain,
where they never can be carried again because of
the alteration in the respective levels of plain and
river. Ten centuries before Christ, at least, were the
plains of Babylon thus irrigated, and just as the arts
of Greece and India rose on the ashes of the arts of
Nineveh, so doubtless was the science of irrigation
carried into the colonial field of Baktria from
Assyria, and thus was the city of “ Nimrud” sur-
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rounded with a wealth of cultivation which rendered
it famous through Asia for more centuries than we
can tell. Whether or no the science of irrigation
drifted eastwards from the west it seems more than
probable that the ruined and decayed water-ways
which intersect the Balkh plain were primarily due
to the introduction of Syrian labour, and account
for the presence in that historic region of a people
amongst others who claim descent from captive
Israelites. There are no practical irrigation
engineers in the world (excepting perhaps the
Chinese) who can rival the Afghans in their know-
ledge of how to make water flow where water never
flowed before. It is of course impossible, on such
evidence as we possess as yet, to claim more than
the appearance of a probability based on such an
undeniable possibility as this.

After the death of Darius his kinsman Bessos
escaped into his own satrapy (probably to Balkh),
and there assumed the upright tiara, the emblem
of Persian royalty, taking at the same time the
name of Artaxerxes.

True to his invariable principle of leaving no
unbeaten enemy on the flank of his advance,
Alexander proceeded to subjugate Hyrkania, from
which country he was separated by the Elburz
(Persian) mountains. He crossed those mountains
in three divisions by separate passes, and effected
his purpose with his usual thoroughness and without
much difficulty. Having crushed the Mardians he
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shaped a straight course eastward to Herat on his
way to Baktria, marching by the great highway
which connects Tehran with Mashad. The country
around Mashad (part of Khorasan) was a satrapy
of Persia under Satibarzanes, who submitted with-
out apparent opposition and was confirmed in his
government. The capital of this province was
Artakoana, described as a city situated in a plain of
exceptional fertility where the main roads from north
to south and from west to east crossed each other.
To no place does such a description apply so closely
as Herat, and it has consequently been assumed
that Herat indicates more or less closely the site of
the ancient city Artakoana, which, indeed, is most
probable. But Alexander had not long passed that
city in his march towards Baktria when the news
of the revolt of Satibarzanes reached him with the
story of the loss of the Macedonian escort which
had been left with that satrap and had been
massacred to a man. He immediately turned on
his tracks, captured Artakoana, routed the satrap,
and by way of leaving a permanent monument of
his victory founded a new city in the neighbour-
hood which he called Alexandreia. This is probably
the actual origin of the modern Herat, and it is a
tribute to the sagacity of the Macedonian King that
from that time to this it has abundantly proved
its importance as a strategical and commercial
centre,

The forward march to Baktria would have
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taken the Greek army zza Kushk, Maruchak, and
Maimana along the route which is practically the
easiest and safest for a large body of troops. It
is the route followed by the Afghan Boundary
Commission in 1885. Alexander, however, instead
of resuming his march on Baktria, elected to crush
another of the Persian satraps who was concerned
in the murder of Darius and who ruled a province
to the south of Herat. Crossing the Hari Rud he
therefore marched straight on Farah (Prophthasia),
then the capital of Seistan (Drangiana). Farah is
considerably to the north of any part of the Afghan
province of Seistan at present, but it was undoubtedly
Alexander’s objective, and the Drangiana of those
times was considerably more extensive than the
Seistan of to-day—a fact which will go some way
to account for the exaggerated reports of the ancient
wealth and fertility of that province. Farah is a
great agricultural centre still, and would add
enormously to the restricted cultivable area of
Seistan, even if one allows for the effects of sand
encroachment in that unpleasant region. Then
occurred the plot against Alexander’s life which
was detected at Prophthasia, and the consequent
torture and death of Philotas, who probably had
no part in it. It is one of the many actions of
Alexander’s life which reveals the ferocity of the
barbarian beneath the genius of the soldier. It
was but the barbarity of his age—a barbarity for
the matter of that which lasted in England till the
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time of the Georges, and which still survives in
Afghanistan. After a halt in Seistan, probably
whilst waiting for reinforcements, he struck north-
eastwards again for Baktria. As it is generally
assumed that the Macedonian force now followed
the Helmund valley route to the Paropamisos, z.e.
the Hindu Kush and its extension westwards, it is
as well to consider what sort of a country it is that
forms the basin of Helmund.

It is worth remarking in the first place that
the Ariaspian inhabitants of the Helmund valley
had received from Cyrus the name of Euergetai,
or benefactors, because they had assisted him at
a time when he had been in great difficulties.
This is enough to satisfy us that the district
was known and had been traversed by a military
force long before Alexander entered it, and
that he was making no venturesome advance in
ignorance of what lay before him. The valley
of the Helmund (or Etymander) could not have
differed greatly in its geographical features 300
years before Christ from its present characteristics.
The Helmund of the Seistan basin then occupied
a different channel to its present outlets into the
Seistan swamps. How different it is difficult
to tell, for it has frequently changed its course
within historic times, silting up its bed and striking
out a new channel for itself, splitting into a number
of streams and wandering uncontrolled in loops or
curves over the face of the flat alluvial plains to
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which it brought fertility and wealth. It has been
a perpetual source of political discussion as a
boundary between Afghanistan and Persia, and it
has altered the face of the land so extensively and
so often that there is nothing in ancient history
referring to the vast extent of agricultural wealth
and the immensity of its population which can be
proved to be impossible, although it seems likely
enough that false inferences have been drawn from
the widespread area of ruined and deserted towns
and villages which are still to be seen and may
almost be counted. It is not only that the water-
supply and facilities for irrigation, by shifting their
geographical position, have carried with them the
potentialities for cultivation. Other forces of Nature
which seem to be set loose on Seistan with peculiar
virulence and activity have also been at work.
The sweeping blasts of the north-west wind, which
rage through this part of Asia with a strength and
persistence unknown in regions more protected by
topographical features, carrying with them vast
volumes of sand and surface detritus, piling up
smooth slopes to the windward side of every ob-
struction, smoothing off the rough angles of the
gaunt bones of departed buildings, and sometimes
positively wearing them away by the force of attri-
tion, play an important part in the kaleidoscopic
changes of Seistan landscape. Villages that are
flourishing one year may be sand-buried the next.
Channels that now run free with crop-raising water
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may be choked in a month, and all the while the
great Helmund, curving northward in its course,
pours down its steady volume of silt from the high-
lands, carrying tons of detritus into open plains
where it is spread out, sun-baked, dried, wind-blown,
and swirled back again to the southward in ever-
lasting movement. Thus it is that the evidence
of hundreds of square miles of ruins is no direct
evidence of an immense population at any one
period. Nor can we say of this great alluvial basin,
which is by turns a smiling oasis, a pestilential
swamp, a huge spread of populous villages, or a
howling desert smitten with a wind which becomes
a curse and afflicted with many of the pests and
plagues of ancient Egypt, that at any one period
of its history more than another it deserved the
appellation of the ““ granary of Asia.” The Helmund
of Seistan, however, is quite a different Helmund
from the same river nearer its source. Its character
changes from the point where it makes its great
bend northward towards its final exit into the
lagoons and swamps of the Hamin. At Chahar-
burjak, where the high-road to Seistan from the
south crosses the river into Afghan territory, the
Helmund is a wide rippling stream (when not in
flood), distinguished, if anything, for the clearness
of its waters. From this point eastwards it parts
two deserts. To the north the great, flat, wind-
swept Dasht-i-Margo, about as desolate and arid
a region as fancy could depict. To the south the
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desert of Baluchistan, by no means so absolutely
devoid of interest, with its marshalled sand-dunes
answering to the processes of the winds, its isolated
but picturesque peaks like islands in a sand sea,
a few green spots here and there showing where
water oozes out from the buried feet of the rocky
hills, decorated with bunches of flowering tamarisk
and perchance a palm or two—a modified desert,
but still a desert. Between the two deserts is the
Helmund, running in a cliff-sided trough which is
never more than a mile or two wide, intensely
green and bright in the grass and crop season, with
flourishing villages at reasonable intervals and a
high - road connecting them from which can be
counted that strange multitude of departed cities
of the old Kaiani Kingdom, which are marked by a
ragged crop of ruins still upstanding in a weird sort
of procession. Sometimes the high-road sweeps
right into the midst of a roofless palace, through
the very walls of the ancient building, and outside
may be found spaces brushed clean by the wind
leaving masses of pottery, glass, and other common
debris exposed.

One constant surprise to modern explorers is
the extraordinary quantity of domestic crockery
the remains of which surround old eastern cities;
and almost yet more of a surprise it is how far
and how widespread are certain easily recognized
specialities, such, for instance, as the so-called
“celadon.” Chips and fragments of celadon are to
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be found from Babylon to Seistan, from Seistan
to India, in Afghanistan, Kashmir, Burma, Siam.
In Siam are all that remains of what were prob-
ably the original furnaces. Every shower of rain
that falls in this extended cemetery of crumbling
monuments reveals small treasures in the way
of rings, coins, seals, etc. Much of the cultiva-
tion and of the extent of population indicated by
the ruins in this narrow valley must have existed
in the times of Alexander of Macedon and the
Ariaspians, and we find no difficulty in accept-
ing the Helmund (or Etymander) as the line of
route which he followed for a certain distance.
Indeed, there is much more than a passing proba-
bility that he followed the line which gave him
water and supplies as far as the junction of the
Argandab and Helmund, for the problem of cross-
ing the desert from the Helmund valley to Nushki
and the cultivated districts of Kalat is a serious one—
one, indeed, which gave the Russo-Afghan Boundary
Commissioners much anxious thought. But beyond
the Argandab junction it is extremely improbable
that Alexander followed the Helmund. The
Helmund and its surroundings have been carefully
surveyed from this point through the turbulent
districts of Zamindawar for 100 miles or more,
and again from its source near Kabul for some fifty
miles of its downward flow. The Zamindawar
section of the river affords an open road, although
the river, as we follow it upward, gradually becomes
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enclosed in comparatively narrow (yet still fertile)
valleys, and rapidly assumes the character of a
mountain stream. North of Zamindawar and south
of its exit from the Koh-i-Baba mountain system to
the west of Kabul, no modern explorer has ever
seen the Helmund. It there passes through the
Hazara highlands, and although we have not pene-
trated that rugged plateau we know very well its
character by repute, and we have seen similar
country to the west where dwell cognate tribes—
the Taimani and the Firozkohi. This upland basin
of the Helmund to the west of Kabul and Ghazni,
this cradle of a hundred affluents pouring down ice-
cold water to the river, is but a huge extension
southwards of the Hindu Kush, and from it emerge
many of the great rivers of Afghanistan. To the
north the rivers of Balkh and Khulm take a hurried
start for the Oxus plains. Westward the Hari Rud
streams off to Herat. South-westward extends the
long curving line of the Helmund, and eastward
flow the young branches of the Kabul. A rugged
mountain mass called the Koh-i-Baba, the lineal
continuation of the Hindu Kush, dominates the
rolling plateau from the north and continues west-
ward in an almost unbroken wall to the Band-i-
Baian looking down into the narrow Hari Rud
valley. It is a part of the continental divide of
Asia, high, rugged, desolate, and almost pathless.
No matter from which side the toiler of the
mountains approaches this elevated and desolate
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region, whether emerging from the Herat drainage
he essays to reach Kabul, or from the small affluents
of the Helmund he strikes for the one gap which
exists between the Hindu Kush and the Koh-i-Baba
which will lead him to Balkh and Afghan Turkistan,
he will have enormous difficulties to encounter. It
can be done, truly, but only with the pains and
penalties of high mountaineering attached. Taken
as a whole, the highest uplands above the sources
of the minor rivers which water the bright and
fertile valleys of Ghur, Zamindawar, and Farah
may be described much as one would describe Tibet
—a rolling, heaving, desolate tableland, wrinkled
and intersected by narrow mountain ranges, whose
peaks run to 13,000 and 14,000 feet in altitude,
enclosing between them restricted spaces of pasture
land. The Mongol population, who claim to have
been introduced as military settlers by Chenghiz
Khan, live a life of hard privation. They leave
their barren wastes which the wind wipes clear of
any tree growth, for the lower valleys in the winter
months, merely resorting to them in the time of
summer pasturage. The winter is long and severe.
It is not the altitude alone which is accountable for
its severity ; it is the geographical position of this
Central Afghan upheaval which exposes it to the
full blast of the ice-borne northern winds which,
sweeping across Turkistan with destructive energy,
reduce the atmosphere of Seistan to a sand-laden
fog, and penetrate even to the valley of the Indus
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where for days together they wrap the whole land-
scape in a dusty haze. For many months the
Hazara highlands are buried under successive
sheets of snowdrift. In summer, like the Pamirs,
they emerge from their winter’s sleep and become
a succession of grass-covered downs. There are
then open ways across them, and travellers may
pass by many recognizable tracks. But in winter
they are impassable to man and beast. Yet we
are asked to believe that Alexander, who had the
best of guides in his pay, and who knew the high-
ways and byways of Asia as well, if not better,
than they are known now to any military authorities,
took his army iz winter up the Helmund valley till
it struck its sources somewhere under the Koh-i-
Baba !

There was no madness in Alexander’s methods.
His withdrawal from India through the defiles and
deserts of Makran was most venturesome and
most disastrous, but he had a distinct object to
gain by the attempt to pass into Persia that
way. Here there was no object. The Hel-
mund route does not, and did not, lead directly
to his objective, Baktria, and there was another
high-road always open, which must have been as
well known then as, indeed, it is well known to-day.
There can be very little doubt that he followed the
Argandab to the neighbourhood of the modern
Kandahar (in Arachosia), and from Kandahar to
Kabul he took the same historic straight high-road
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which was followed by a later General (Lord Roberts)
when he marched from Kabul to Kandahar. This
would give him quite difficulties enough in winter
to account for Arrian’s story of cold and privations.
It would lead him direct to the plains of the
Kohistan north of Kabul, where there must have
ever been the opportunity of collecting supplies
for his force, and where, separated from him by the
ridges of the Hindu Kush, were planted those
Greek colonies of Darius Hystaspes whose assist-
ance might prove invaluable to his onward move-
ment. It was here, at any rate, not far from the
picturesque village of Charikar, that he founded
that city of Alexandreia, the remains of which
appear to have been recently disturbed by the
Amir, and to which we shall make further reference.
Military text-books still speak of the Unai,or Bamian,
as a pass which was traversed by the Greeks. It is
most improbable that they ever crossed the Hindu
Kush that way, and the question obviously arises
in connection with this theory of his march—How
was it possible for Alexander to spend the rest of
the winter near the sources of the Helmund? It
was not possible. His next step was to cross the
Hindu Kush. This he attempted with difficulty
in the spring, and reached a fertile country in fifteen
days. He might have crossed by the Kaoshan
Pass (which local tradition assigns as the pass which
he really selected), or by the Panjshir, which is longer,
but in some respects easier. The Panjshir is the pass
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usually adopted for the passage of large bodies of
troops by the Afghans themselves, and there is
reported to be, in these days, a well-engineered
Khafila road, which is kept open by forced labour
in snow-time, connecting Kabul with Andarab by
this route. The pass of the Panjshir is about 11,600
feet high, whereas the Kaoshan, though straighter,
is 14,300. Considering the slow rate of movement
(fifteen days) it is more probable that he took the
easier route vzz Panjshir. In either case he would
reach the beautiful and fertile valley of Andarab, and
from that base he could move freely into Baktria.
The country had been ravaged and wasted by
Bessos, but that did not delay Alexander. The
chief cities of Baktria surrendered without opposition,
and he pushed forward to the Oxus in his pursuit
of Bessos.

All this would be more interesting if we could
trace the route more closely which was followed to
the Oxus. We know, however, that for previous
centuries Balkh had been the capital city, the
great trade emporium of all that region. There
is therefore no difficulty in accepting Balkh as the
Greek Baktria. Between Balkh and the Oxus
the plains are strewn with ruins, some of them
of vast extent, whilst other evidences of former
townships are to be found about Khulm and Tash-
kurghan farther to the east, and on the direct route
from Andarab to the Oxus. Bessos had retreated
to Sogdiana of which Marakanda was capital, and
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the straight road to Marakanda (Samarkand) crosses
the Oxus at Kilif. The description of the river
Oxus at that point tallies fairly well with Arrian’s
account of it. It is deep and rapid, and the hill
fortress of Kilif on the right bank, and of Dev Kala
and other isolated rocky hills on the left, hedges
in the river to a channel which cannot have
changed through long ages. Elsewhere the Oxus
is peculiarly liable to shift its channel, and has
done so from time to time, forming new islands,
taking fresh curves, and actually changing its
destination from the Caspian to the Aral Sea; but
at Kilif it must have ever been deep and rapid,
covering a breadth of about three-quarters of a
mile. Across the breadth nowadays is about
as peculiar a ferry as was ever devised. Long,
shéllow, flat-bottomed boats, square as to bow and
stern, are towed from side to side of the river by
swimming horses. This would not be a matter of
so much surprise if the horses employed for the
purpose were powerful animals from fourteen to
fifteen hands in height, but the remarkable feature
about the Kilif stud is the diminutive and ragged
crew of underfed ponies which it produces. And
yet two, or even one, of these inefficient-looking
little animals will tow across a barge of twenty feet
or so in length, crowded with weighty bales of
Bokhara merchandise, and filled as to interstices
with its owners and their servants. The ponies
are attached to outriggers with a strap from a
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surcingle or belly-band buckled to their backs, thus
supporting their weight in the water at the same
time that it takes the haulage. With their heads
just ab